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1. Central to the sermon text is the idea of a Roman citizen living far from Rome (in Philippi). Talk about an 
experience of being in a foreign land, culture, or social environment (“Foreign” here could include a 
local environment where your values, background, and assumptions were not shared). Where was your 
sense of identity challenged or misunderstood? How did you retain your sense of identity? 

 

 

 

 

2. Look again at the way Paul uses the metaphor of citizenship in verse 20. How would the original 
audience have understood this concept in their own context? Why does Paul use this metaphor? 

 

 

 

 

3. Look again at verse 20, where Paul calls Jesus “Lord” and “Savior.” Talk about how these terms were 
used in the Roman empire of Paul’s time, and how applying these common terms to Jesus challenged 
the beliefs and values of the Roman world.   

 

 

 

 

4. Compare verse 18 with 3:2-6 and the wider context of Paul’s other letters. Who are some of the most 
likely groups and/or types of people Paul had in mind when wrote about “enemies of the cross of 
Christ?” 

 

 

 



5. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti argued that “we all learn what kind of person we should be, and also how 
to be that kind of person through imitation.” Do you agree? Why or why not?  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Where are you tempted to imitate the enemies of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Who are some exemplary Christians that you have imitated (or would like to)? Talk about what you have 
found in their lives to be especially helpful and/or inspiring. 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What are some concrete steps you could take to become more like the Christians you most admire? 
How can this group help, encourage, and pray for you in that pursuit?  


