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1. In the sermon passage, Paul describes a change of mind in which what he once considered to be 
valuable and gainful, he now considers to be “rubbish.” Think back to your childhood and youth: what 
did you once consider valuable and/or enviable but now consider trivial and/or worthless? 

 

 

 

 

2. Look again at verse 9. Biblically speaking, what is righteousness? What are some misconceptions, 
misleading associations, or negative connotations that the secular culture around us might have about 
this concept?  

 

 

 

 

3. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti argued that the longing to be righteous is universal. Do you agree? If so, 
where in your own life and/or in the world around you, do you see examples? If not, why not? 

 

 

 

 

4. As a group, read Matthew 25:31-46, a passage which seems to say that righteousness is based on the 
record of one’s life. How does a passage like this fit with Paul’s message of “not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ?” 

 

 

 

 



5. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti likened the Christian’s righteousness in Christ to an individual player 
receiving a World Series ring. As a group, explain and discuss this illustration. What did you find helpful 
about it? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti described ways we try to justify ourselves, defend our own 
righteousness, and trust in ourselves. Where do you see those tendencies in your own life?  

 

 

 

 

 

7. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti asked us to imagine going through life with a tape recorder that recorded 
every moral judgement we made of others, and was played back to us on Judgement Day, exposing our 
own inconsistencies. Can you think of a noteworthy, humorous, or memorable time when you caught 
yourself condemning someone for the very thing of which you were guilty? 

 

 

 

 

 

8. The central truth of this passage and sermon is that the Christian is righteous in Christ by faith, not by 
his own merit. What difference should this truth make in our lives? 


