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1. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti talked about movies in which the protagonist has an alter ego which is 
initially concealed from his romantic interest but later revealed. What are some of your favorite stories 
in this genre? What do you like about them?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Look again at the overall flow of Philippians 3:1-11. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti pointed out that verse 
10 contains what we might consider to be an “unexpected turn.” What is that unexpected turn, and how 
does it fit with Paul’s broader point in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Look again at verses 10 and 11, where Pastor Nicoletti pointed out that “suffering” and “death” are 
surrounded by “resurrection.” What is the significance of that observation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti warned us about a “Lazy River Faith.” What did he mean by this? Where 
do you see this temptation in the broader church and in your own life? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti said, “Christianity is neither a work program in which we earn something, 
nor is it a handout program in which we just receive something.” What is the flaw behind each of these 
misconceptions?  

 

 

 

 

 

6. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti said that, “we are each called – each one of us – to lives of extraordinary 
sacrificial love.” Who is a Christian that you personally know who exemplifies this calling? Talk about 
what you have learned from him or her. 

 

 

 

 

 

7. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti talked about how learning to love lepers was a turning point in the life of 
St Francis of Assisi. Who are the people that you find most difficult to love? How can this group pray for, 
encourage, or help you in that calling? 

 


