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1. Answer the following question Pastor Nicoletti asked in the sermon, “Have you ever had someone do 
something nice for you- something kind and loving...but they did it in such a way that you could tell- you 
knew- that they weren’t primarily doing it to care for you…they were doing it first and foremost so others 
would see them do it?” 

 

 

 

  

2. Look again at verses 38 and 39. In these verses Pastor Nicoletti pointed out that the ESV’s translation is 
somewhat misleading, since “like” and “have” both come from the Greek word for “desire.” What 
difference does it make to know this? 

 

 

 

 

3. A visitor to our church walks up to you with an open Bible, pointing to Mark 12:38, and says, “Why do 
your pastors wear robes when preaching and leading worship? After all, Jesus condemned the scribes 
for wearing long robes. Besides, it’s weird.” How do you respond? 

 

 

 

 

4. In our culture, “not caring what other people think” is often touted as a virtue. Compare and contrast 
this popular sentiment with the ethic Jesus is teaching here in Mark 12:38-40. 

 

 

 

 



5. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti pointed out that both the Bible and the Shorter Catechism acknowledge 
that “it’s not inherently wrong for us to care about the esteem in which others hold us.” Instead, he 
argued, the problem is “an inordinate desire for the esteem of others.” Where is the line between a 
normal, acceptable concern for the esteem of others and an inordinate, ungodly desire for it? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Reflecting upon this sermon passage, a Christian father says, “This is a good example of why I never 
affirm, praise, or complement my kids. I don’t want them getting a big head, like the scribes and 
Pharisees. The Bible says that we are by nature proud and sinful; therefore, what we need is for 
someone to point out our sins and flaws, not someone to stroke our pride. What your kids need is 
criticism and correction, not praise and affirmation.” Evaluate this parenting philosophy from a Biblical 
perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Talk about the ways in which an inordinate desire for the esteem of others distorts one’s relationship 
with God and others. In your own life and in the world around you, where do you see this tendency? 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What difference would it make in our lives to be fully satisfied with the approval, esteem, and love of 
God? How can we cultivate this mindset? 


