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1. Near the conclusion of the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti said, “The truth may be scary at times. 
Acknowledging it and accepting it may cost us something.” Talk about a time in your life when you paid a 
significant price for acknowledging the truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Look again at the question in verse 28. What were the motivation and the goal of the elders, chief 
priests, and scribes who asked it? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Look again at verse 29. Why does Jesus answer a question with a question? What can we learn from 
this? 

 

 

 

 

4. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti argued that Jesus’ reference to John implicitly suggests that His baptism 
holds the answer to the question of the chief priests, elders, and scribes. How does the baptism of 
Jesus implicitly answer the question of chief priests, elders, and scribes?  

 

 

 

 



5. What are the differences between power and authority? What are the similarities? How is truth related 
to each? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti quoted from a philosopher who argues that malarkey is “a greater enemy 
of the truth than lies are.” Do you agree? Why or why not?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. When and where do you find yourself most prone to believe, repeat, and/or produce malarkey? Talk 
about what is going on in your heart and mind in these instances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti suggested that we especially consider how the problem of malarkey is 
manifested in the family, the state, and the church. Talk about examples from these three arenas and 
about what it looks like for Christians to faithfully resist malarkey (both in ourselves and in others).  


