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1. Atthe heart of the sermon and sermon text is the imagery of fruit. Talk about your favorite fruits and a special
memory associated with fruit and/or fruit trees/vines.

2. Intheintroduction, Pastor Nicoletti talked about “The Marcan Sandwich.” Where do we see that literary device
in this text? How does understanding this literary device help us to interpret this passage?

3. Lookagain at verse 13. Why does Jesus curse a fig tree for not having figs, knowing that it “was not the season
for figs”?

4. Look again atverses 15-19. In his exegesis of these verses, Pastor Nicoletti challenged the popular notion that
Jesus is cleansing the temple; instead he argued that Jesus is symbolically and proleptically judging the
temple. Evaluate these two interpretations, using Scripture in your answers.



5. Inthe sermon, Pastor Nicoletti argued that the Lord receives our good works more like a diner savoring his
favorite fruits than an accountant crunching numbers. Do you agree? Why or why not?

6. You are talking with an “exvangelical” (someone who grew up in an conservative, evangelical church but has
become alienated from the church and the faith.) He/she resists your appeals to return to the faith and the
church, saying, “The church is full of hypocrites.” What are helpful ways to respond?

7. When and where have you fallen into the trap of focusing more on the appearance of spiritual health than its
substance?

8. How can we help each other resist and recover from the kind of hypocrisy which Jesus warns us against in this
text?

9. Inthe sermon, Pastor Nicoletti argued that Jesus was especially critiquing Israel’s tendency to prioritize her
own convenience and gain above the service of Gentile outsiders. Where do you see a similar tendency in your
own life? What might repentance look like?



