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1. In the conclusion of the sermon, Pastor Steven talked about a sports fan who only watches the match after finding out who won. Do you have a similar practice anywhere in your life (e.g. reading the end of the book first, watching the end of a movie first)? Why or why not?   



2. As a group look again at verses 9-11. In the introduction of the sermon, Pastor Steven said that “we live, in a sense, in between verses nine and ten.” What does this mean?



3. Look again at verse 9, comparing it with verses 10 and 11. What, specifically, is “the name” (vrs 9) which God has bestowed on Jesus and which is “above every other name?” 



4. As a group, compare the sermon text with Psalm 2 and Psalm 110. How do these three texts illuminate each other, especially as we consider the meaning of Christ’s Ascension?



5. How are we to understand Paul’s implicit claim in Phil 2:9 that God “bestowed” upon Jesus the name of LORD at the time of his Ascension? Does this mean that Jesus was not LORD prior to His ascension? Explain your answer. 



6. In the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that God the Father vindicated Jesus in his Ascension. What does this mean? In what sense is the Ascension of Jesus a vindication? 




7. In the sermon, Pastor Steven suggested that the Biblical virtue of patience has four aspects. As a group, recall those four aspects and then evaluate his implied definition of patience. Would you add or subtract anything to his definition of the Biblical virtue of patience?




8. In the sermon, Pastor Steven acknowledged that we all, at times, struggle with God’s patience. He said, “To us it may at times feel like inaction on God’s part.” Talk about a time when you especially struggled with God’s timing.




9. In the sermon, Pastor Steven reminded us that we will be exalted with Christ and we will be vindicated with Christ. As a group, flesh out what this means. What difference should this make in our lives?




10. In the sermon, Pastor Steven exhorted us to imitate the patience of God. Where are you struggling to imitate God’s patience, and how can this group encourage, help, and pray for you in that struggle? 

