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1. This week’s sermon is about the call to imitate the Lord’s humility. Talk about a memorable experience of being unexpectedly served by another person. Kudos if you can think of an example of being served by someone who had greater status, wealth, or privilege than you did. 



2. As a group, look again at the last phrase of verse 6, “a thing to be grasped.” In this week’s sermon, Pastor Steven reminded us of the alternative translation he argued for in last week’s sermon. Talk about this alternative translation, comparing and contrasting with the ESV translation. Which seems to fit better with the context of Paul’s overall point in this passage? What different nuances are brought out by these different translations?




3. As a group, look again at verse 7. What does it mean that Jesus “emptied himself”? How might this verse get us into serious theological trouble if we take it out of context?




4. As a group, look again at verse 5. What is Paul referring to when he says “this mind?” When Paul says that “this mind…is yours in Christ Jesus,” does he mean that we already have this mind, or that we should aspire to have it, or something else?





5. A third grader asks you, “What is humility?” How does this Bible passage help you to give a simple definition of humility and to explain why it is important for the Christian life?



6. In the sermon, Pastor Steven pointed out the complexity of the image of God in fallen sinners. In what sense do sinners retain the image of God? In what sense has the image of God been obscured, perverted, or lost by the Fall? How can the sermon text help us think through these questions?




7. You are talking with a lapsed Christian who is “spiritual but not religious.” She says, “I like Jesus but not the angry, moody, conceited God of the Old Testament who is all about his own glory.” How might our sermon text help you respond? 



8. In the sermon, Pastor Steven asked us to think specifically about how to imitate the humility of Christ in our individual circumstances. For whom is the Lord especially calling you to pour yourself out?  



9. A life of humility is hard. Where can we find encouragement and strength to be faithful in this calling?



10. In the sermon, Pastor Steven asked us to consider how and where we need to repent of selfish ambition and conceit. In your life, where is the struggle most intense, and how can this group help, encourage, and pray for you in this?  
