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1. In the sermon, Pastor Steven asked us to put ourselves in the shoes of the crowd, who found Bartimaeus to be difficult, irritating, and needy. Talk about experiences of frustration you’ve had with difficult and needy people in your life, and how you have responded to these frustrations.




2. In the sermon, Pastor Steven suggested that one of the temptations we experience when dealing with difficult and needy people is arrogance. What did he mean by this? Where do you see this temptation in your own life?





3. In our sermon text, the crowd rebukes Bartimeus for crying out to Christ. Compare and contrast this rebuking with the disciples rebuking parents for bringing their children to Christ in Mark 10:13. What can we learn from Bartimeus’ refusal to heed the rebukes of the crowd?




4. Compare and contrast Bartimeus’ decision to follow Jesus with the Rich Young Ruler’s decision NOT to follow Jesus (Mark 10:17-31). What can we learn from this comparison and contrast?




5. As a group, look again at Jesus’ question in verse 51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Notice that this is exactly the same question that Jesus posed in the previous passage when speaking with James and John. What can we learn from the repetition of this question? Compare and contrast the request of James and John with the request of Bartimaeus.



6. As Calvinists, we rightly emphasize the sovereignty of God in salvation. However, Calvinism also has a long history of straying into hyper-Calvinism (a distorted version of God’s sovereignty which is fatalistic, denies common grace, denies the free offer of the gospel, denies that faith is a duty, denies the need for evangelism and missions, and effectively eviscerates man’s responsibility). How does a passage like this one help us keep a healthy tension between God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility? In particular, talk about Jesus’ statement in verse 52, “Go your way, your faith has saved you.”




7. In the second point of the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that this passage subtly repeats the theme of Jesus calling his disciples to a life of service. Where do we see the repetition of that theme in this text? Why does Jesus keep hammering away at the same theme in different ways?



8. In the third point of the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that the disciples, ironically, had a lot to learn from Blind Bartimaeus. What did they need to learn from him? What have you learned (and what are you still learning) from the difficult and needy people that the Lord has placed in your life?



9. In the fourth point of the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that the disciples and Bartimaeus needed each other in various ways. How could they have been mutually beneficial as they followed Jesus to Jerusalem? Talk about your own experiences of mutual service and interdependence within the body of Christ. How can this small group better reflect that calling to mutual service and interdependence?
