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1. In the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that “we are surrounded by testimony to who Jesus is, what He has done, and what He can do.” He explained that this testimony not only includes Scripture, but “what we hear from other Christians about what Jesus Christ has done in their lives.” Take a few minutes to share with each other a little of what the Lord has done in your lives. 



2. Many commentators and theologians have pointed out that physical ailments and disabilities in the Bible symbolize the spiritual neediness of fallen man. In what ways does Bartimeus picture our spiritual neediness?



3. In our sermon text, the crowd rebukes Bartimeus for crying out to Christ. Compare and contrast this rebuking with the disciples rebuking parents for bringing their children to Christ in Mark 10:13. What can we learn from Bartimeus’ refusal to heed the rebukes of the crowd?



4. Compare and contrast Bartimeus’ decision to follow Jesus with the Rich Young Ruler’s decision NOT to follow Jesus (Mark 10:17-31). What can we learn from this comparison and contrast?



5. As a group, look again at Jesus’ question in verse 51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Notice that this is exactly the same question that Jesus posed in the previous passage when speaking with James and John. What does it reveal about Jesus that he repeats this question? Compare and contrast the request of James and John with the request of Bartimaeus.


6. As a group, look again at verse 50. Why does Mark mention Bartimeus throwing off his cloak?



7. As Calvinists, we rightly emphasize the sovereignty of God in salvation. However, Calvinism also has a long history of straying into hyper-Calvinism (a distorted version of God’s sovereignty which is fatalistic, denies common grace, denies the free offer of the gospel, denies that faith is a duty, denies the need for evangelism and missions, and effectively eviscerates man’s responsibility). How does a passage like this one help us keep a healthy tension between God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility? In particular, talk about Jesus’ statement in verse 52, “Go your way, your faith has saved you.



8. You are talking with a skeptic. He rejects the Bible on the grounds that it is “myth and legend.” How can today’s sermon text help you respond?




9. In the sermon, Pastor Steven talked about two opposite spiritual pitfalls: 1) to be passively silent about our needs or 2) to wallow in our needs without wanting them to be fixed. Where do you see these tendencies in your life?




10. In the sermon, Pastor Steven read the following quotation, “We all have something, by no means necessarily a physical ailment, that we know is getting in the way of our being the people we believe God wants us to be and made us to be.” What is that for you? How can this group help, encourage, and pray for you?

