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1. One of the core themes of this week’s sermon text is authority. Talk about a formative experience (either positive or negative) of being under the authority of another. How did that experience shape your view of what authority is and how it should or shouldn’t be exercised? 




2. In the sermon, Pastor Steven contrasted a pagan model of authority with a Christian model. In your own words, how would you articulate this contrast? In your opinion, what characters, institutions, or actions/events exemplify these two opposite ethics?  




3. In the sermon, Pastor Steven suggested that power is misused not only when it leads to domination of others, but also when it leads to insulation from others. Where do you see these tendencies in your own life and in the world around you?




4. Look again at verse 41 and notice the indignation of the disciples. Turn back to Mark 10:14 and notice the last time this word was used. Contrast the indignation of Jesus with the indignation of the disciples. What can we learn from this contrast?



5. Look again at verses 38-39 and ponder Jesus’ mysterious answer to the request of James and John. Why does Jesus answer their request to be honored by talking about baptism and “the cup?” What’s going on here, and what significance might it have for the Christian life?  




6. Look again at this passage and notice the English words “delivered over” (2x vrs 33), “grant” (vrs 37 & 40), and “give” (vrs 45). Although these are three different phrases/words in the ESV, in the original Greek these are all variations of the same root Greek word meaning “to give.” Look again at this entire passage from the perspective of giving and being given. How does this theme connect with Jesus’ teaching about honor and authority?




7. Re-read verses 37, 43, and 44 from our sermon text: In this passage, is Jesus condemning the desire to be honored or redirecting it? Explain your answer.




8. Who has served and blessed you by exercising his/her authority in a humble, Christ-like way? If possible, express your appreciation to him/her today.




9. Who is the Lord calling you to serve and bless with whatever authority, power, or influence He has entrusted to you? How can this group help, pray for, and encourage you in that calling?
