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1. You have been arbitrarily sentenced to a one-year exile on a desert island. You are given the choice to bring with you either CS Lewis’ The_Chronicles of Narnia  or JRR Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings. Which do you choose and why?




2. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Steven said that “the world is dominated by evil that is stronger than we are.” Where (in the world around you or in your own life) have you seen or experienced this?




3. You are having a conversation with a materialistic secularist who is genuinely curious about Christian faith. He asks, “Do you believe that Satan is a real being and that there really is demonic activity influencing the world? If so, why? What evidence or experience of this do you have?” What do you say?




4. In the sermon, Pastor Steven mentioned several different ways that we cope with the presence of evil in our lives. What are some of the ways you tend to cope with the presence of evil? 




5. How can the story of Tom Bombadils’ rescue of the hobbits serve as an illustration of our helplessness and of Jesus’ benevolent dominion?




6. In the third point of the sermon, Pastor Steven said that “our sinful hearts, so slow to rightly belief, often turn this [prayer] back into another claim that if our faith was strong enough, so that our prayers were powerful enough, then we would be able to drive out the evil we face in this world. In other words, we make it about us again.” Where do you see this tendency in the Christian world and/or your own life? 





7. How does the sermon text contradict this tendency? (Hint: remember the third point of Pastor Steven’s sermon.)





8. In what area of your life do you tend to be prayerless? How can this group pray for and encourage you in that?
