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1. Talk about a time when you experienced significant financial stress or financial insecurity. How did the Lord use it in your life?



2. In the sermon, Pastor Steven quoted from a sociological study which claims that most of us, most of the time view those significantly poorer than us as “immoral and lazy” and those richer than us as “greedy and selfish.” Where have you seen this tendency in yourself or in the world around you?



3. In the sermon, Pastor Steven warned us against the tendency to see greed in others but to be blind to it in ourselves. Where do you see love of money (and its spiritual dangers!) in your own life?



4. In the sermon, Pastor Steven pointed out that money represents at least four basic desires: comfort, power, security, and approval. Can you think of others? Which of these four do you most associate with money? Which is most appealing to you? 



5. The Hebrew Scriptures frequently present wealth as a blessing and as a reward for wisdom and righteousness (e.g. Gen 13:2, Deut 28:1-6, Prov 3:16, 8:18, 13:22, 22:4, 2 Chron 1:12,  Job 42:10ff). How does this fit with Jesus’ radical warning that the wealthy will have great difficulty entering the kingdom of God?
6. Many commentators have pointed out that neighboring and parallel passages illuminate the sermon text. As a group read Mark 9:42-50, Mark 10:13-16, and Matthew 13:44. What connections can you find between those passages and the sermon text? 


7. In the sermon, Pastor Steven reminded us that the rich are not necessarily happy, and the poor are not necessarily miserable. Where have you personally seen examples of the happy poor and/or the miserable rich?


8. At the end of our sermon text (verses 29-30) Jesus encourages the disciples by pointing to the rewards of following Him. Look at these verses again and share with the group where/when/how you have experienced these blessings.


9. In the conclusion to the sermon, Pastor Steven exhorted to us generosity and to holding “our money and our possessions…loosely.” Who is someone that you admire for having these qualities? 


10. One of the overarching points of the sermon is that we should be on guard against the love of money. What practices, habits, and spiritual disciplines can help us do this?


11. How can this group encourage, pray for, or otherwise help you in the spiritual battle against the love of money?
