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1. How has a divorce impacted your life or the life of someone that you are close to? 



2. In this passage, Jesus seems to make a blanket statement that divorce is always wrong and that his disciples should never seek a divorce (note vrs 11-12). Is this the correct interpretation of Jesus’ words? Why or why not?



3. In recent years, several prominent evangelical pastors have promoted the so-called “permanency view” of marriage. (Although there are variations in this view, the common thread is that remarriage is only allowed when the other spouse has died.) What do you think of this position? What Scripture and theological arguments would you use to defend or contradict it?



4. You are arguing with someone who believes that the question of whether to divorce or remain married should be entirely left up to the couple to decide for themselves, without needing to consider whether they have “grounds for divorce.” He/she argues against the Biblical position (that divorce is only allowed in very limited circumstances) by saying, “Love has to be a free choice. You can’t force someone to love by keeping them in a bad marriage. It just doesn’t work. By requiring people to stay in marriages they don’t want be in, you are actually undermining marriage, not strengthening it! You are turning marriage into a prison! If that’s what marriage is, then why on earth would anyone get married? Do you really want people to stay in loveless marriages?” What do say in response?



5. You are talking with an unbeliever who is curious about your faith but has major hangups over the Christian doctrine of marriage. He/she says that monogamy is “unnatural, boring, and a huge and unnecessary risk.” What do you say in response? 



6. You are talking with a theologically liberal Christian who believes that Jesus’ highly restrictive view of divorce was “a product of his time and culture” that “would never work in today’s society.” What do you say? 



7. Talk about a married couple you know that has persevered through a challenging season of marriage and come out stronger and closer on the other side of it.



8. Your friend is a committed Christian who knows that he/she should stay in his/her marriage but feels discouraged and exhausted by a perpetually difficult spouse/marriage. What encouragement can you offer to him/her?



9. Your friend is a struggling Christian who wants to get divorced, even though he/she does not have Biblical grounds for it. He/she says, “I’ve tried to make this marriage work for a long time…but I just don’t love him/her anymore.” What do you say?
