Questions for Discussion and Reflection
Drawn from, “Let the Children Come to Me,” A Sermon on Mark 10:13-16
Pastor Nicoletti @ Faith Tacoma PCA
March 23, 2025 AM
1. This week’s sermon text was about children. What do you most enjoy about children? What do you find most frustrating about children?




2. Do covenant children need to be converted? Explain and defend your answer.




3. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti quoted Ps 22:9-10, Ps 71:5-6, Ps 51:5, and Ps 58:3. As a group re-read these verses noticing that the first two affirm the reality of infant faith, and the latter two affirm the reality of original sin. How do these seemingly opposite concepts fit together in our covenant children?




4. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti exhorted us to “take the spiritual lives of … our little ones seriously.” What does this mean, and how should we go about it? Talk about noteworthy examples of doing this well and of failing to do this. 





5. What does it look like to “lead with the grace of the gospel” and “the cleansing promised in the covenant” as “we seek to disciple” covenant children? (from Steven’s second point). What does it look like when Christian parents and/or church family neglect or forget this emphasis? 




6. Imagine that you talking with a solid, sincere, Reformed CredoBaptist. He/she objects not only to paedobaptism, but also to the entire model of covenant nurture implied in Pastor Nicoletti’s sermon, on the grounds that it “encourages presumption, nominalism, and the creation of fake Christians.” What do you say in response?



7. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti reminded us that “Our goal in raising our children in the faith, as disciples of Jesus Christ, is not to raise them to be people who just know how to live inside a spiritual fortress, but rather, to train them to be soldiers who know both how to build their home-base in the Church, and also how to daily venture out into a spiritually hostile world to carry out the mission and the battles of the Lord there.” What difference should this goal make in how we 1) parent 2) serve the covenant children of our church?



8. In the sermon text, Jesus says, “Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” (Mark 10:15) What does it mean to “receive the kingdom of God like a child” and what difference should this make in how we relate to children?



9. In the conclusion of the sermon Pastor Nicoletti emphasized that Jesus greatly values “ministry to his beloved children.” Whose service to covenant children do you admire? How can you encourage, affirm, help, and pray for him/her?

