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1. In the sermon, Pastor Steven said, “Sometimes we Christians struggle to understand one another. Sometimes we just seem strange to each other.” Talk about a time when you experienced this sense of confusion, misunderstanding, or foreignness with another Christian, church, or denomination.



2. In the sermon passage, John tries to stop a man who was casting out demons in the name of Jesus. Why? Unpack the significance of his statement “because he was not following us.”



3. In the sermon, Pastor Steven read the following quotation from Tolkein’s Lord of the Rings, “In nothing is the power of the Dark Lord more clearly shown than in the estrangement that divides all whose who still oppose him.” How can this quotation be a fitting description of the many divisions (both formal/institutional and informal/personal) that exist between Christians? 



4. A one-word description of the problem addressed in Steven’s sermon could be “tribalism.” How would you define tribalism? What causes tribalism? What are its dangers? How can we distinguish between healthy community and unhealthy tribalism?



5. Where have you personally witnessed or experienced the negative effects of tribalism? How could those have been prevented or mitigated?


6. In the sermon, Pastor Steven zeroed in on a type of tribalism that is particularly tempting for us as conservative, Reformed, evangelical, Presbyterians: theological tribalism. Where do you see examples of this? Why do you think this is such a temptation for us?



7. How can we counteract ungodly tribalism within the church? 



8. In the sermon, Pastor Steven talked about “Christians aiding one another across tribal lines.” Where have you seen examples of this?



9. In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus makes a point which seems to be almost opposite to the one he makes in today’s sermon text. As a group, read Matt 7:21-23 and discuss how these seemingly opposite points fit together.




10. Acts 19:11-17 records an event that is similar to today’s sermon text, but makes a different point. As a group, read Acts 19:11-17 and compare and contrast with the sermon passage.



BONUS Question: In the sermon, Pastor Steven compared the differences between Christians to differences between hobbits, dwarfs, elves, and men (a Lord of the Rings reference). Using this four-fold classification system (hobbits, dwarves, elves, men) how would you classify the following denominations: Roman Catholics; Eastern Orthodox; Pentecostals; conservative, Reformed, Presbyterians; broadly evangelical, non-denominationals; Lutherans; Episcopalians/Anglicans; Methodists. Explain and defend each answer. 
