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1. In the introduction to the sermon, Pastor Knox mentioned the ideas of “watching the game tape” and “the slow motion video” as ways of growing in various skills and of appreciating masterful achievements. Where in your life have you (literally or metaphorically) gone back to the “game tape” and the slow-motion video?



2. In the first point of the sermon Pastor Knox talked about the struggles to 1) keep our guard up against temptations and to 2) recognize temptations for what they are in the moment. In your opinion and experience, what makes these two tasks so difficult? 



3. The sermon text describes Satan in three different ways. What can learn from these different descriptions? How do they round out our understanding of the reality of temptation?



4. In both the first and the last points of the sermon, Pastor Knox referred us to the verses immediately preceding this passage which describe Jesus’ baptism. What significance can we draw from this textual link between Jesus’ baptism and these three scenes of temptation?



5. What do these three temptations have in common? What can we learn from these commonalities about the essence of temptation?
6. In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus taught us to pray “lead us not into temptation,” and yet, in the sermon passage, the Holy Spirit seems to do just that: lead Jesus into temptation. How can we make sense of this?




7. How did these three temptations prepare Jesus for the cross? 




8. What connections do Mattthew and Luke want us to draw between the temptations of Adam, of Israel, and of Jesus? Why are these connections significant?




9. What are some of the most significant temptations you are facing right now? How can others encourage and pray for you in those?

