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1. Today’s sermon text and sermon focused on disability and special needs. Please share some of your experiences in 1) handling your own disabilities and special needs 2) relating to those you have known who have disabilities and special needs.  



2. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti pointed out that verse 33 details several unique gestures of Jesus as he heals the deaf man. What was his take on each of these gestures? What did he suggest we can take away from these? Do you agree with his reading of this verse? Why or why not? 



3. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti quoted from Sinclair Feguson who called this healing “one of the most beautiful” of Jesus’ miracles because in it, Jesus not only heals, but communicates with, a man whom most people have ignored. Have you experienced or witnessed beautiful moments of connection like this? How does this definition of “beautiful” challenge worldly notions of what is “beautiful”?



4. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti said, “Jesus desires to, and is able to, connect with and communicate with those with disability – even those whose disability would seem to make communication difficult or even impossible….By the Holy Spirit, Jesus still draws close to his people. And he is able to come to a person, and comfort them, and enable them to know and trust him, even when others may struggle to connect. We may not always know how to define exactly what that experience is like for different people … but we certainly know it’s possible and it’s real. No disability is stronger than Jesus’s ability to connect with one of his children.” Do you agree? If so, what are the implications of this? If not, why not? 



5. What does this text teach us about 1) how to love those with disabilities 2) how those who are disabled can receive the imperfect help of others?



6. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti quoted from Andrew Wilson who compared his experience of finding out that his sons have special needs to receiving a regular orange instead of a chocolate orange. Explain this illustration in your own words and comment on how it can help us to understand the experience of those who care for family members with special needs.



7. What griefs have you personally experienced with disability and/or special needs (whether in yourself or a loved one)? 



8. In the sermon, Pastor Nicoletti argued that Jesus in this text alludes to Isaiah 35. As a group, read the entire chapter (only 10 verses) and talk about the hope and encouragement it offers to the disabled and their loved ones.



9. How can this group pray for you as you interact with the disabled, care for the disabled, or personally deal with your own disabilities?
