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1. Did you grow up celebrating Advent? If so, please share what was helpful, formative, and/or memorable about it? If not, when did you first become acquainted with it? What have you found helpful about it?


 
2. At the beginning of this Advent sermon series, Pastor Steven debunked the common misconception that Advent is merely a lead up to Christmas. Historically, what has been the wider focus of Advent, and how can this inform our thinking and our celebration of this season over the next few weeks?




3. In the first and second points, Pastor Steven pointed out how the Lord often works through unimpressive means. Where do we see this theme in the life of Moses? Where do we see this theme in the Advent season? 




4.  In the third point of the sermon, Pastor Steven pointed out that the Lord continues to work through unimpressive means saying, “once again, those tools he gives us, as objects in themselves, are thoroughly unimpressive. He gives us the Scriptures, the sacraments, prayer, and the people of God.” Where do you struggle with the call “to faith that the gifts He leaves us are enough” ? 




5. In the third point of the sermon, Pastor Steven expanded on the theme of unimpressive means by pointing out “that reality isn’t limited to how God ministers to us. It also extends to how God might use us.” He went on to suggest ways that we might feel “inadequate” and “insufficient” for the task of being the Lord’s “hands and feet in the lives of others.” Where do you feel inadequate and insufficient in this way?



6. Why does the Lord so often work through indirect and unimpressive means? Why doesn’t He work directly, impressively, and immediately more often?



7. Take a minute to think over your life: who and what are some of the “unimpressive” people and means that the Lord has faithfully used to fulfill His promises in your life?



8. How does this emphasis on “unimpressive means” differ with a worldly approach to life? Where are you tempted to reach for something more impressive?



9. How can this group encourage and pray for you to trust the Lord’s typical way of working through “unimpressive means”?



