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1. This week’s sermon draws on the theme of warfare. Think back over your life: what have been some of your defining battles?




2. Throughout this Advent sermon series Pastor Steven has debunked the common misconception that Advent is merely a lead up to Christmas. What is the wider scope of Advent, and how can this inform our thinking and our celebration of this season over the next few weeks?




3. Take a minute to reflect on Pastor Steven’s Advent sermon series so far. The overarching theme has been that our God shows up, and when He does, He often calls us to unexpected action. Specifically, He calls us patience, to trust His way of working through unimpressive means, and He calls us to faithful action. Which of these themes most speaks to your current circumstances? Explain.




4. In this week’s sermon, Pastor Steven reminded us that the Lord could have conquered the Canaanites instantly, completely, and miraculously on behalf of the Israelites, allowing them to saunter into the Promised Land. Instead, He commanded them to fight for the Promised Land, promising to be with them as they did so. Why? What can we learn from this?




5. At the heart of this Scripture passage and sermon is a healthy tension between God’s sovereign grace and man’s responsibility. Specifically, Pastor Steven put it this way, “The land was a gift. But Israel was stilled called to action in order to receive it.” Where do you see Christians (yourself included!) fail to keep these two truths in a healthy balance? 



6. In the sermon, Pastor Steven explained how many church fathers saw the book of Joshua as illustrative of both the individual Christian’s battle against sin, and the corporate church’s battle against the world, the flesh, and the devil. What are some of the biggest spiritual battles you are facing right now?



7. In the sermon, Pastor Steven showed how the Lord called Joshua to four categories of faithful action: Worship, Strategizing, Execution, and Perseverance. He then showed how we are similarly called to these four categories in our own spiritual battles. In which of these four areas do you need the most encouragement, help, and prayer in your own battles against sin? Explain your answer.



8. In the sermon, Pastor Steven quoted from Shorter Catechism #85 which says, “What doth God require of us that we may escape his wrath and curse due to us for sin? A. To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with the diligent use of all the outward means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption.” Where do you need help and encouragement to “make diligent use” of the means of grace?


9. Near the end of the sermon, Pastor Steven explained we are called to “follow the example of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh,” who “knew…that they were called to fight not just their own battles, but also the battles of their brothers and sisters.” As a group, talk about how you can help fight each other’s battles.

