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1. Abraham’s life was characterized by waiting. Think over your life. What have been some of the most memorable, formative, or significant experiences of waiting in your life? 




2. In the sermon Pastor Steven debunked the common misconception that Advent is merely a lead up to Christmas. What is this wider scope of Advent, and how can this inform our thinking and our celebration of this season over the next few weeks?




3. In the sermon, Pastor Steven observed that “there is a tension...at the heart of Advent… His kingdom on earth is already here…but also not yet fully here.” Where do you feel this tension in your own life and in the world around you?




4. In the sermon, Pastor Steven pointed out the downward spiral of impatience, doubt, despair, and cynicism. Where do we see that pattern in Abraham and Sarah’s life? Where have you seen it in your own life?



5. One of the major themes of the sermon was learning to trust the Lord’s timing. Think back over your life: Talk about a time when the Lord’s timing seemed confusing at first, but, in retrospect, was a blessing. 




6. In the sermon, Pastor Steven described how impatience and doubt tempted Abraham and Sarah to substitute Hagar and Ishmael for Sarah and the promised son. Where are you tempted to resort to shortcuts and substitutes? Where do you see these temptations for the church more broadly?





7. Think about your favorite books, movies, and heroes from history. Who, in your opinion, is a good example of patience? Explain.




8. Where in your life is the Lord calling you to patient faith? How can others encourage and pray for you in this?  

