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1. Outside of the Bible, who are some of your favorite prophetic characters from literature, history, or film? Explain your answers.


2. How did Pastor Steven define the role and calling of a prophet? How is this different than the cliché definition of prophet so common in evangelical parlance? 


3. You are having a conversation with a Christian brother from a Charismatic or Pentecostal background who subscribes to the theological position known as Continuationism. Specifically, he believes that 1) the office of prophet continues today 2) the Lord continues to speak new words to His people. He asks whether you agree or disagree with those two beliefs. What do you say? Point to specific Bible verses and theological principles in your answer.


4. Having already discussed the theological and exegetical underpinnings of Continuationism vs Cessationism, the conversation turns to the implications of Cessationism. He asks you, “So, if you don’t believe that God speaks new words and you don’t believe in the ongoing office or prophet, then doesn’t that basically mean that you believe the Holy Spirit has stopped working among God’s people?” What do you say? 


5. Towards the end of the second major section of the sermon, Pastor Steven said this, “He sends other believers to us at times, who feel a burden to speak to us about how God’s Word applies to our lives. Sometimes their words are words of comfort, with an exhortation to believe God’s promises. Sometimes their words are words of correction, with an exhortation to obey God’s commandments. Sometimes their observations seem ordinary and obvious. Other times, it can feel as if the Lord has especially opened their eyes to a need we have, or a word we needed to hear. Sometimes it’s through a pastor or church officer, but other times it’s through a friend, or just a fellow congregant. And in these ways, sometimes big and sometimes small, God continues to work in our lives through prophetic acts – not acts of new revelation, but acts of illumination and application in our lives, through his servants, and by his Spirit.” Describe a noteworthy example of the Lord working this way in your life.


6. In the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that “Our world is filled with voices that claim to be prophetic. Whether Christian or secular, liberal or conservative, political or therapeutic, in all sorts of areas of life, public people are speaking words of confrontation to some, and comfort to others, and whether they use the word or not- they are claiming to be prophetic with their words.” In your opinion and experience, who are some of the most influential of these voices right now? 


7. In the last major section of the sermon, Pastor Steven outlined seven criteria for distinguishing “a truly prophetic voice from a false or presumptuous one.” Which of these stand out to you? Would you add or subtract anything to this list of seven criteria? 


8. Based on these criteria, who do you think are some of the contemporary voices that Christians should repudiate as false prophets?


9. Using these seven criteria as guideline to pray for the church. 



