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1. This week’s sermon was organized around the theme of a city tour. What are some of your favorite cities? Talk about some city tours you have taken, and tell us what you learned on those tours. 


2. The Bible uses many metaphors to describe the people of God (e.g. flock of sheep, bride, nation, temple, body, royal priesthood etc). One of those metaphors is “city of God.” Why does the Bible consistently use this metaphor to describe the church? What are we meant to learn from this symbolism? 


3. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Knox exegeted verse 2 by cross referencing Isaiah 14:13-15 and Psalm 89:11-12. Read those passages together as a group and talk about the significance of the Psalmist describing Mount Zion as being “in the far north.”


4. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Knox talked about the Biblical symbolism of mountains. How should this symbolism inform our understanding of Jesus’ teaching that the church is a “city set on a hill”? 


5. In the second point of the sermon, Pastor Knox suggested that 2 Chronicles 20 is perhaps the Biblical story that seems to be the most likely candidate which inspired Psalm 48. As a group, read 2 Chronicles 20 together, looking for parallels and similarities between this chapter and Psalm 48.


6. In the third point of the sermon, Pastor Knox said that “ Psalm 48 calls us to remember and rejoice in our God.” How have you personally experienced the Lord’s deliverance? Where in your life can you say with the Psalmist “As we have heard, so have we seen” (vrs 8)?


7. Throughout Psalm 48, the psalmist displays a deeply patriotic spirit towards the city of God. Perhaps we could even say that he “boasts” about his hometown. Is it right to be “proud of” or to “boast about” the city of God? If not, then what does Paul mean when he calls the Thessalonians his “crown of boasting” in 1 Thessalonians 2:19? If it is right, then what distinguishes this healthy sense of pride and boasting from arrogance, presumption, or self-absorption?


8. All Saints’ Sunday is an especially appropriate time to join with the Psalmist in thinking about and telling the next generation about the security and endurance of God’s people. What are some of your favorite stories from church history which illustrate these themes?


9. Psalm 48 describes a time when the enemies of God conspired against the Lord’s people. Describe an area in your life where you feel yourself under spiritual attack and/or in need of the Lord’s protection.
