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1. The sermon text envisions the ancient Israelite equivalent of a modern-day trial. Have you ever been a juror, defendant, plaintiff, witness, judge, prosecutor, or defense attorney? If so, talk about the experience and what you learned from it.







2. In the introduction, Pastor Steven used the terms “truthy” and “truthiness.” What did he mean by those terms? Where do you see examples of these concepts in your own life and in the world around you?







3. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Steven pointed out how even small inaccuracies and subtle falsehoods can gradually add up to a significant effect. Where do you see examples of this in your own life and in the world around you?







4. In the second point of the sermon, Pastor Steven outlined five different biases. Which of these most affects your judgment? Why? Examples?





5. How does this passage provide a warning and rebuke of slander?







6. Speaking of the standard of truthfulness to which Christians are called, Pastor Steven cross-referenced Matthew 5:33-37. As a group, read this passage and discuss what it adds to our understanding of the sermon passage.





7. At several points, the Bible records examples of believers lying to protect innocent life (the Hebrew midwives in Ex 1:15ff, Rahab and the spies in Josh 2). Must Christians always tell the truth in every circumstance to every person?






8. How does the Lord honor and fulfill the principle of two or three witnesses in the gospel? What can we learn from this?


