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1. The sermon text is about an accidental death that happens on account of another person’s carelessness. Talk about a time when you, or someone you know and love, was affected by an accident and/or act of carelessness. 


2. In the sermon, Pastor Steven cross-referenced Joshua 20 as he explained the legal logic and processes  associated with the cities of refuge. As a group re-read both the sermon text and Joshua 20, and identify where the following legal concepts are found in these texts: the distinction between manslaughter and murder, the prosecutor, the defendant, the courtroom, the judges, the concept of being impartial, the executioner, the prison, the penalties for murder and manslaughter, the concept of case law, the principle of “innocent until proven guilty.”


3. In the first point, Pastor Steven touched on Israel’s death penalty for murder. Do you believe that this is a principle which modern nations/governments must follow today? Why or why not?


4. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Steven suggested that “while most people would say they agree that other people’s lives should be treated with dignity and respect...most people also have a tendency to quietly carve out exceptions.” Where do you see this tendency in the world around you and in your own life? 


5. In both the first and second points of the sermon, Pastor Steven touched on the jarring command of verse 13, “Your eye shall not pity him [the hypothetical murderer].” What did this mean in the original context, and what applications does it have today?


6. In the second point of the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that the Lord’s free and full forgiveness of sin found in the gospel does not necessarily erase or contradict all earthly, temporal consequences of sin. Where did he ground that idea in the sermon text? Do you agree with him? Why or why not?


7. Imagine that you are having a conversation with a young Christian man who has become deeply cynical about the American law and justice system, believing that that both its laws and process are too lenient.  He has developed an unhealthy fascination with the idea of vigilante justice, and he tries to advocate for it from the concept of the avenger of blood mentioned here in the sermon text. What do you say?

8. Imagine that you are having a conversation with a young Christian woman who has become deeply cynical about the American law and justice system, believing that it is fundamentally oppressive, unjust, and racist. Specifically, she argues that the gospel of grace logically implies that the “only kind of justice we should have is restorative and rehabilitative, not punitive.” What do you say?


9. In the third point of the sermon, Pastor Steven said, “The flight of the manslayer to the city of refuge gives us a little picture of what we are each called to do in the gospel.” What does this mean? 


10. In the fourth point of the sermon, Pastor Steven cross-referenced Numbers 35:28-29. As a group, read these verses. How are they fulfilled in Christ? 


