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Pastor Steven introduces the sermon with a warning about how we use this text, “I think we need to be careful not to treat this text primarily as a tool for bashing leaders that we disapprove of … but we need to engage this text first by examining ourselves.” This means two things: 1) aligning our criteria and values for leadership with God’s criteria and values 2) examining ourselves as leaders.
Pastor Steven develops this second point by making a distinction between “formal leadership and authority” and “informal leadership,” arguing that most of us have at least some form of leadership in at least some area of our lives. He proves this by pointing to the influential Sunday school teacher at church and older siblings.
In the first major section of the sermon, Pastor Steven shows us the four temptations of authority which are present in the text: tyranny (represented by the acquiring of horses from Egypt) selfishness and neglect of family (represented by the acquiring of many wives) pride and ambition (also represented by the acquiring of many wives), and greed (represented by the acquiring of excessive silver and gold). 
Pastor Steven transitions to the second half of the sermon by 1) contrasting the worldly and Biblical visions of leadership 2) acknowledging how the obvious, selfish benefits of the worldly vision appeal to our fallen, sinful nature and 3) by asking the question “if the Bible calls us to reject such an approach … why should we submit to the Bible’s vision for leadership instead of the world’s?”
The remainder of the sermon answers that question in three ways. First, because even when we are in authority over others, we always remain under God’s authority. Second, because the Biblical vision of leadership reflects how the Lord leads and rules us (as seen most clearly in the life and death of Christ). Third, because the Biblical vision leads to the kind of sacrificial, other-centered, humble glory which God seeks and has. 
Pastor Steven draws the sermon to a conclusion by exegeting 2 Samuel 23:3-4, which compares a godly ruler to the sun and to rain.
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