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1. In the sermon, Pastor Steven referred to heroes who defy human authority structures. While these heroes are often ungodly, they aren’t always (e.g. the Christians dying in the Colosseum, or Martin Luther defying the corrupt doctrine and practice of the RCC!). What is your favorite hero of this type (whether from fiction or history). Explain your answer.

2. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Steven talked about the Bible’s general call to submit to human authority figures. Why and how should we do this? Why is authority such a frequent and important theme throughout the Biblical worldview? 

3. In the sermon, Pastor Steven acknowledged several examples of how this view of authority runs against the grain of modern and postmodern sensibilities. In particular, he asked us to think about how many contemporary movies idolize autonomy and/or rebellion versus how many lionize submission. How do worldly views of authority contrast with the Biblical one? Where do you see examples of an unbiblical view of authority in the world around you?

4. In the second point of his sermon, Pastor Steven talked about how a “fractured, liquid, and consumeristic approach to authority is increasingly true at every level of life- even at the level of the state and the governments.” What did Steven mean by this, and where do you see examples of it? 

5. In the sermon Pastor Steven argued, “Submitting only when you agree is not submission. It’s just two people agreeing. The rubber of submission meets the road of our hearts when we don’t agree with the person in authority over us, but we obey anyway.” Do you agree with Steven’s description of submission here? Why or why not? 

6. Describe a time when you were being called to submit to an authority figure with whom you had a significant disagreement?

7. In the sermon, Steven quoted from an interview with JRR Tolkien, “I think…contrary to what most people [feel], touching your cap to the squire may be… bad for the squire, but it’s good for you.” Explain what Tolkien was getting at here. Do you agree with the sentiment expressed? Why or why not? 

8. In our context, we don’t have squires, and most of us don’t wear caps. What are some contemporary equivalents of “touching your cap to the squire”?

9. In the sermon, Pastor Steven talked about two closely related challenges: expressing disagreement with an authority figure respectfully, and honoring an authority figure whom you dislike. Talk about a time when you were faced with one (or both) of those challenges. 

10. Where in your heart and life do you see the kind of “presumption” that Steven described in the sermon? Where have you come to “admire presumption and disparage submission?”

11. At several points in the sermon, Pastor Steven described the limits of submission to human authority. What are those limits? What does humble, godly resistance to tyranny and injustice look like?

