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1. In the introduction to the sermon, Pastor Steven argued against the evangelical cliché that the priesthood of all believers is a new development in the New Testament. Instead, he argued, “Just as in Israel, there are special servants within the Church who are to minister to the Church in priestly ways.” Do you agree? Why or why not? In your answer, engage with the specific arguments and prooftexts that Pastor Steven used. 



2. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that the essential calling of priests and pastors was/is to serve the Lord and His people by being His ambassadors and representatives. How should this principle shape our view of pastors and of the ministry? Where do you see examples of people (whether inside or outside of the church) having misconceptions of the essential calling of pastors? 


3. Imagine you are speaking with a Christian from a different denomination and/or different theological background. You get onto the subject of whether the church should have women pastors. He/she argues, “Both the Bible and real-life experience prove that many women have all the gifts and abilities necessary to serve as pastors. So, why not let gifted and qualified women serve as pastors?” How do you respond?



4. Why did the Lord declare that the Levites and priests would not inherit land, but instead would be provided for by the people through their sacrifices, tithes, and offerings? How does this relate to pastors and congregations today?


5. In verses 6-8, the Lord provides the priests and Levites with the permission and ability to change locations within Israel. What is the significance of this provision? What should we learn from it?
6. In the sermon, Pastor Steven quotes from a commentator who writes, “Moses presents the people’s response to the Levitical priests as a barometer of their disposition towards Yahweh and his covenant.” In your opinion and experience, do evangelical Christians today think this way? 


7. Throughout the text and sermon, there are two opposite temptations: 1) to undervalue the office of the priest/pastor 2) to place too much confidence in the individual filling the office, rather than in the Lord working through the office. Where do you see these twin temptations in your own life and in the world around you?


8. Think back over your life: what are some memorable and meaningful ways that a pastor or pastors have been the Lord’s ambassador in your life?



9. The sermon text challenges God’s people to support priests/pastors financially. Where do you need encouragement, help, or prayer to fulfill this calling?






