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1. Over the course of the last few sermons, Pastor Steven has outlined how “God establishes several layers of overlapping authority structures in Israel (the offices of judge, priest, and king). According to Steven, how do prophets fit into God’s design for Israel’s society?


2. In the first point of his sermon, Pastor Steven suggested that “our culture often actually prizes not listening to others. It’s ideal is often the person who listens not to others, but to themselves- to their own heart and mind.” Where do you see examples of this mindset in the world around you or in your own life?


3. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Steven suggested that our culture’s tendency to devalue listening fits into the broader ethos of “expressive individualism.” How did he define this term? How would you explain it in your own words? Where do you see examples of this in the world around you?


4. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Steven suggested some of the ways that “expressive individualism” is contradictory and self-defeating. What are some of those? 


5. In the first point of the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that God designed us to be listening creatures. Which of his arguments stood out to you? Can you think of other arguments or evidence for this design?


6. As a group, read Proverbs 1:8-33. How does this passage support or supplement Pastor Steven’s argument that we are designed to be listening creatures?


7. In the second point of the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that one of the assumptions of the text is that “we live among attractive yet dangerous voices.” Think about your favorite stories, books, movies, or Bible passages. In your opinion, which characters exemplify a seductive, misleading, sinister voice?


8. Think about the media content that people consume every day. In your opinion, who are some of those “attractive yet dangerous voices” that Christians should be wary of? 


9. As a group, read Proverbs 9:13-18. How does this passage support or supplement Pastor Steven’s point that we must be careful who we listen to?


10. In the third point of the sermon, Pastor Steven argued that the office of prophet was, and the Bible is, necessary because “we need to listen to God…but we can’t do that directly.” Do you agree with this principle? If not, why not? If so, how would you argue for it, especially when faced with a Christian from a Pentecostal/charismatic/mystical background who argues that he/she hears directly from God on a regular basis?


11. Which worldly voices are you distracted by or tempted to listen to more than you should? Where do you need encouragement, help, and prayer to listen more faithfully to the Lord’s voice speaking through scripture?


12. In John 10:27, Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” Look up the following video to see a brief display of the reality that sheep really do recognize the voice of their shepherd (the video is less than 2 minutes long).  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIn2CnTUCb0.  My Sheep Hear My Voice [AMAZING TEST ]- John 10:27 (Bible Truth Proven )


