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1. In the introduction, Pastor Steven distinguished between “informal authority/leadership” and “formal authority/leadership.” Explain what he was getting at by making this distinction and give examples. Why did Steven bring up this distinction at the beginning of the sermon?

2. The first temptation of authority that Pastor Steven described was tyranny. Where in the world around you do you see authority being perverted into tyranny? Where do you see this temptation in your own life? 

3. Under the second temptation of authority, Pastor Steven said, “It is all too common, inside and outside of the Church, that meeting our heroes is a deep disappointment, because in their personal relationships and private interactions, they are often not the people they should be.” When/where have you personally experienced this? What did you learn from the experience?

4. Under the second temptation of authority, Pastor Steven said, “as we do more … as we accomplish more … as we serve more … in one area of life or another … we begin to feel entitled to be less faithful and less attentive in some other area of life. And often that other area is our family life, or our relationships with those closest to us....We’ve worked hard and done great things out in the world. So, we reason, our spouse and children should expect less from us at home” Where/when have you fallen prey to this temptation? What have found to be effective in fighting against it?

5. Under the third temptation of authority, Pastor Steven described how, “we find ways to put out markers of our importance or our status.” Where do you see examples of this in the world around you, and where do you find the same temptation in your own life? Can you think of notable examples of people who are not this way?

6. Under the fourth temptation of authority, Pastor Steven suggested, “as a barometer on our hearts, it might be helpful to simply observe, when we have a little power or responsibility … how often we grumble in our hearts about how much more we deserve for what we are doing. It’s worth noting how much we fantasize about having more … how discontent we are with what the Lord has given us.” Where do see examples of this in your own life? What have you found to be effective in fighting against this temptation/tendency?

7. Steven transitioned to the second half of the sermon by contrasting a worldly vision of authority/leadership with the Biblical vision. Think about history, literature, movies, and the Bible. Name some characters who exemplify these two different visions of authority/leadership.

8. After making the point that worldly leadership/authority so obviously brings selfish gain, Steven asked the following question, “Why should we submit to the Bible’s vision for leadership instead of the world’s?” How would you answer that question? 

9. In the last point of the sermon, Pastor Steven said, “God receives glory by glorifying others.” What do you think he meant by that? Do you agree? Can you think of examples?

10. Steven drew the sermon to a conclusion by quoting from 2 Samuel 24:3-4. Re-read those verses and discuss what this imagery is meant to convey.

11. Think back over your life to the times when you have been placed in a position of authority or informal influence over others: in those positions, what do you think have been some of your greatest successes and failures?

12. Imagine you are having a conversation with a Christian father and husband who is exercising his authority in a way that is tyrannical, harsh, and verging on emotionally abusive. He defends himself by quoting from the Bible (Eph 5:22 & 6:1-3, 1 Peter 3:6, Col 3:18-20) and by saying, “God gave me this authority over my wife and kids. If I want to be a tyrant over them, that’s between me and God.” How do you respond? 

13. In our sermon text, the Lord forbids the king of Israel from acquiring excessive military power (the horses and chariots of Egypt). In your opinion, what relevance, if any, does this command have for modern nation states? Should this be understood as a warning or even a prohibition against building up a large standing army and excessive military power? Why or why not?


