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1. In the first section of the sermon, Pastor Steven outlined the vice of arrogance. How would you define and describe arrogance? In your opinion, who are some characters (from the Bible, literature, movies, or history) that illustrate or epitomize arrogance?



2. In this first section of the sermon, Pastor Steven quoted from David Brooks, “Most people see themselves living on an island of intelligence in a sea of idiocy.” Do you agree with this sentiment? Why or why not? Examples?



3. In the first section of the sermon, Pastor Steven described three specific forms of arrogance: 1) the tendency of successful people to overestimate their knowledge and competence, 2) the tendency of unsuccessful people to be hyper-critical, dismissive, and resistant to correction 3) the tendency of youth to be idealistic know-it-alls. Where do you see these temptations and tendencies in the world around you and in your own life?



4. Look again at verse 18. What is the significance of the second half of that verse, “approved by the Levitical priests”?




5. In the second half of the sermon, Pastor Steven outlined four ways that we should cultivate humility: by trusting in the Lord, by being teachable (especially under spiritual authorities), by attending to the Scriptures daily, and by remembering the greatness of God. In which of these four areas do you most need to grow? Why? 



6. As Pastor Steven pointed out in the conclusion of the sermon, the sermon text ends with an allusion to the 5th commandment. Why? What is the significance of this allusion in the context of this passage? What are we meant to take away from this?



7. Think back over your life: what are some of the most noteworthy ways the Lord has humbled you?



8. In your opinion, who is someone (whether from history, literature, the bible or your own life experience) that embodies the type of humility described in the sermon/passage?



9. Psalm 131 has two significant parallels with today’s sermon text. 1) Like the sermon text, it focuses on the same idea of a “lifted up heart” 2) While the sermon text is first and foremost applied to the kings of Israel, Psalm 131 was written by King David. Read through Psalm 131 together as a group and discuss what this little psalm can add to our understanding of arrogance and humility.

