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	In this sermon, Pastor Steven returns to the series on Deuteronomy. In this week’s passage, Moses reminds the Israelites of their duty to keep the three major festivals of their liturgical calendar: Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Booths.
	Pastor Steven begins the sermon by acknowledging that this is one of those passages that we might skip over without much thought, assuming that it has little or nothing to say to us as Gentile Christians living in the 21st century. However, that would be a significant mistake, because this passage emphasizes the importance of remembering and inhabiting the Biblical storyline. 
	Pastor Steven begins the sermon by explaining that the ultimate purpose of these festivals was to re-tell, re-celebrate, and re-apply the major events of Israel’s redemptive history (the exodus, the giving of the law, the wilderness wanderings). Remembering their history (i.e. the story of redemptive history) was vital for the Israelites because it was the foundation of their identity and because it shaped their entire worldview.
	But those principles weren’t just true of ancient Israel; they are true of all people. As Pastor puts it, “we [i.e. all people] live by stories. We were made to know who we are, and where we’re going, and what we’re supposed to do, based on the stories we are living in.” Steven goes on to give a few common examples: the story of our family, company, nation, sports team. 
	This leads to Steven’s first main question/point: What story do you live by? Although all of us inhabit many stories, “one story tends to dominate” our lives. The challenge for God’s people is to keep the Biblical story central in our lives, not allowing it to be displaced by less important, or even false stories.
	Pastor Steven outlines several examples of worldly and/or false stories that allure us: consumerism, nationalism, achievement/worldly success, or sports. He then reminds us that Israel’s annual festivals were meant to counter the idolatrous stories of the pagan world.
	Secondly, Steven reminds us of the basic outlines of the Biblical story: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. This is the story we must cling to, remember, and live by.
	Thirdly, Steven helps us consider how we can keep the Biblical story central to our lives. He begins this consideration by pointing out that many, maybe most, stories gain their influence over us simply through repetition (e.g. commercials and the story of consumerism). He then specifically demonstrates how much of our church life and of the spiritual disciples are meant to remind us of the Biblical story in various ways. Most notably, he points out how the church calendar especially does this in a way that is parallel to the festivals of ancient Israel.

