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	In this sermon, Pastor Steven adds one final word to the mini-series that Pastor Knox preached over the last 4 weeks leading up to the launch of our small group ministry. Drawing on Ecclesiastes 4, Pastor Steven emphasizes the joy of Christian friendship.
	Pastor Steven emphasizes this theme with an illustration that bookends the sermon: making, maintaining, and maturing Christian friendships is more like eating ice cream for dinner than being told to eat your vegetables. This, of course, does not mean that Christian friendships are always easy, but it does mean that they are some of the most substantial and lasting joys to be had in this life. Pastor Steven shows how this theme of Christian friendship as the gift of God is one of the central points of Ecclesiastes 4:4-16, a book which is deeply concerned with the contrast between the joys and frustrations of life in a fallen world. Furthermore, Steven demonstrates how this passage contrasts a life rich with friendships versus a successful and accomplished, but lonely, life. While such a life may appear outwardly impressive, it is ultimately empty.
 	The middle of Pastor Steven’s sermon primarily consists of him answering the question: If Christian friendship is such a wonderful gift, then why don’t we consistently prioritize, pursue, and maintain it? He gives two basic answers to that question. First, because we often confuse it with lesser forms of friendship. In this section, Pastor Steven gives a number of categories of friendship, comparing and contrasting them. He works towards the final category of Christian friendship, which he describes as including four essential elements: Christian love, affection and enjoyment, trust and vulnerability, sympathy in joys and sorrows. 
	The second reason that we don’t always make, maintain, and mature Christian friendships is that we sometimes prioritize other pursuits. For many this looks like prioritizing work, accomplishments, money, reputation, and/or success over community. For others, this may look letting our own comforts and convenience crowd out deep relationships. For others, it may be the result of being burned in the past. In any case, Steven exhorts us to reconsider our priorities.
Pastor Steven concludes the sermon by reminding us that Christian friendships are not only a gift for this life, but for eternity. This should heighten their importance and priority for our daily lives.



