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1. Have you ever had ice cream for dinner? If so, please describe. If not, is that something you would be willing to do? Why or why not?




2. Think back over your life: when did you especially lack the kind of deep, Christian friendships that Pastor Steven described in the sermon? What was the effect of this lack? 




3. Think back over your life: when did you especially enjoy the kind of deep, Christian friendships that Pastor Steven described in the sermon? What factors enabled you to make and maintain these friendships in that season of life?




4. Prior to group time, look up the following verses which are about friendship in general: Gen 2:18ff, Prov 18:24, Prov 17:17,  Prov 27:9, Prov 27:6, Prov 27:17. What do these add to our understanding of friendship? Please come prepared to share at least one insight.



5. Prior to group time, look up the following verses, which are about being friends with God: James 2:23, James 4:4 John 15:13-15. What do these verses add to our understanding of friendship? Please come prepared to share at least one insight.



6. Review the categories of friendship that Steven outlined in his sermon. How would you define Christian friendship? Would you add, remove, or tweak any of the categories Steven named? 




7. Evaluate the following idea: as a Christian, you are obligated to be a friend to everyone you meet.




8. Right now, where do you see a lack of Christian friendships and deep community in the world around you or in your own life?



9. What makes it difficult for you to make, maintain, or deepen Christian friendships in your life?




10. Are there any changes you need to make so that your life will have more space for Christian friendship and community? If so, please consider sharing with your small group (or someone else) for encouragement and advice.
