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	This is the third sermon in the mini-series that Pastor Knox is preaching in preparation for the launch of the small group ministry. In this sermon, Pastor Knox provides a rationale for why the church has decided to make prayer an important focus of the small group ministry.
	Acts 12 tells the story of how the Lord answered the earnest prayers of the church to deliver Peter from Herod. In the sermon, Pastor Knox focuses on four aspects of prayer illustrated in this passage. First, the passage reminds us of our need for prayer. Just as the church prayed most earnestly when she was most desperate, so our prayers must begin with the acknowledgement of our weakness. In this first point, Pastor Knox suggests that prayer is the “marriage of God’s strength and our weakness,” and then encourages us to be wiling to share weaknesses with each other so that we can pray more accurately and effectively for each other.
	Secondly, Acts 12 gives us an example of prayer by modeling a prayer meeting for us. As Pastor Knox points out, this passage not only highlights the example of the apostolic church, but it also points to the example of Jesus by including many parallels with Jesus’ prayer on the Mount of Olives, crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. Under this second point, Pastor Knox reminds us that one way the Lord conforms us to the image of Jesus is by forcing us to our knees in earnest prayer.
	Thirdly, Acts 12 illustrates the effectiveness of prayer by showing us that God both delivers His people and judges His enemies in answer to prayers. On the theme of deliverance, Pastor Knox points out both the supernatural elements of this story, as well as the many allusions to Passover and the Exodus. On the theme of judgment, Pastor Knox reminds us that the early disciples modeled their prayers on Psalm 2 (see Acts 4), and points out how Herod is one of the “rulers of the earth” whom Psalm 2 warns.
	Fourthly, Acts 12 acknowledges the difficulty of prayer. Pastor Knox points out how the image of Peter knocking on the door while Rhoda unsuccessfully tries to convince the disciples of his presence is both comical and instructive. Even the early disciples struggled to pray in faith as we so often do. Pastor Knox provides a lengthy quotation from Pastor Rayburn reflecting on the nature of prayer as an act of pure faith. Pastor Knox draws the sermon to a close by suggesting that the difficulty of prayer is one of the main reasons why we need to pray together in a structured, regular way, and by reminding us that the Lord Jesus never fails to pray for us.
