Questions for Reflection and Discussion
Drawn from “Christian Community is Marked By Prayer” A sermon on Acts 12
Knox @ Faith PCA Tacoma
August 18, 2024 AM
1. What was the culture of prayer like in your first church and/or the church where you grew up? What was good about it? What was lacking? 


2. Acts 12 tells the story of an effective prayer meeting. What are some of your most notable experiences of praying together with other Christians? 


3. Where do you see prayerlessness in your own life and/or the world around you?


4. Think back over your life: what are some of the more noteworthy ways that the Lord has answered your prayers? 


5. Have you (like the disciples in Acts 12) ever been incredulous that the Lord answered your prayer? 


6. Prior to group time, read through the following passages, which are promises or instructions about prayer. How do these passages encourage and challenge you? Matt 7:7–11, Matt 18:18-20, 1 Timothy 2:1–4, Luke 18:1-8, 1 Thess 5:16-18, Philippians 4:4-7, 1 Peter 5:6-7. 




7. Prior to group time, read through the following passages, which are examples of the Apostle Paul asking others to pray for him. What can we learn from these? 1 Thessalonians 5:25, 2 Thessalonians 3:1–2, Romans 15:30–33, 2 Corinthians 1:8–11, Ephesians 6:18–20, Philippians 1:18–20, Colossians 4:2–4, Philemon 22.


8. Prior to group time, read through the following passages, which are examples of Paul praying for others. What can we learn from these passages? Philemon 4–7, 2 Thessalonians 1:11–12, 1 Thessalonians 1:2–3, Romans 1:8-10, Eph 1:15-23, 3:14-21, Philippians 1: 3-6, 9-11, Colossians 1:3-14.



9. In the last point of the sermon, Pastor Knox talked about the difficulty of prayer. What do you find to be the most difficult aspect of prayer?



10. In the sermon, Pastor Knox suggested that we won’t pray effectively and accurately for each other if we don’t know each other, especially each other’s weaknesses. Do you agree? If not, why not? If so, what can we do as a church to promote a culture where we know each other in this kind of way?



11. For those in a small group: What has been helpful about our prayer times? Is there anything that could make them even more helpful? 



12. For those who aren’t in a small group: with whom are you gathering to pray?



13. How can you help our church to pray more earnestly, effectively, and faithfully?



Questions for Kiddos
Drawn from “Christian Community is Marked By Prayer” A sermon on Acts 12
Knox @ Faith PCA Tacoma
August 18, 2024 AM

What do the following words mean: effective, earnest, tyrannical, autonomous, oppressive, sovereign, incredulous?


Why didn’t the disciples believe Rhoda when she said that Peter was standing at the door?


Why did the angel strike Herod down?


How is prayer like a battering ram?


How have you seen the Lord answer prayer?


What do you think is the hardest part of prayer?


Why is it important for Christians to pray together?


How can mom and dad help you to pray?
