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1. In Genesis 14:14-16, Abraham demonstrates remarkable courage, valor, familial loyalty, faith, and strength by battling against several pagan kings and rescuing Lot. If Abraham was willing and able to fight for Lot in Genesis 14, why does he not do the same for Sarah in Genesis 20? 

2. Is fear a sin? Prove your answer from Scripture.

3. How is Abraham like a backseat driver to God in Genesis 20?

4. Look again at verses 3-7: What does it teach us about the Lord’s plan and character that he 1) warned Abimelech in a dream concerning Sarah 2) says to Abimelech, “therefore, I did not let you touch her” ?

5. In the sermon, Pastor Nathaniel pointed out that “throughout the Scriptures, we see a pattern that God made covenants with his people (and reaffirmed them) especially when they were afraid.” What can we learn from this insight? What difference should it make to know this?

6. In the sermon, Pastor Nathanael suggested that, “when we avoid speaking the truth, and choose to exaggerate, it is because we want to control our environment…” or “image.” Do you agree? If not, why not? If so, please share an example from your own life.

7. In the sermon, Pastor Nathanael said, “I think a significant reason for why we might hesitate to be as truthful as we should be is because if we are honest about our struggles, insecurities and problems, people might not like us.” Negatively, reflect on a time when you personally experienced rejection, condemnation, or withdrawal when you were honest with others about your struggles, insecurities, and problems. What was that like? Positively, reflect on a time when you experienced forgiveness, mercy, understanding and grace when you were honest about your struggles, insecurities, and problems. What was that like? 

8. Look again at verses 7 and 17-18. What can we learn about Abraham’s calling from the fact that God did not heal Abimelech and his family until Abraham prayed for him? What relevance might this have for us, who are the sons and seed of Abraham by faith in Christ (Gal 3:7, 3:29)?
9. In the sermon, Pastor Nathanael reflected on several of the ill-effects that runaway fears can have on a person. Where has fear diminished, hindered, or hurt your life?

10. In verse 11, Abraham explains the thought process behind his ruse, “There is no fear of God at all in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.” What should we make of this thought process? Was it understandable and acceptable? Excusable? Necessary? Uncharitable and selfish? Cowardly? Are there circumstances today when it might be understandable or necessary for Christians to deceive those who are (or seem to be) godless? 


11. The final results of this episode are 1) that Abraham and Sarah walk away with 1,000 pieces of silver (a huge amount of money) 2) that Abraham and Sarah are given permission to dwell wherever they wish in Abimelech’s kingdom. What can we learn from these unexpected results?


12. In the sermon, Pastor Nathanael said that some of our most profound opportunities to see God come in what seem like the most out of control moments of our lives. Have you personally witnessed or experienced this? If so, please share. 

13. What are you afraid of right now and how can others support you in prayer?

Questions for Kiddos
Why did Abraham say that Sarah was his sister? 
Is it wrong to be afraid? 
What does it mean to be a backseat driver? How are we sometimes like backseat drivers to God?
Share an example of a time you lied or exaggerated the truth? Why did you do it? What was the result?
When we feel afraid, what should we 1) think about? 2) do?
What does it mean to fear God?


