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1. Why did God reveal his plans regarding judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah to Abraham in advance?


2. In the sermon, Pastor Nathanael said, “The Devil’s strategy since the Garden of Eden has been to undermine our faith in God. This is his MO. He doesn’t create absurd ideas about God, rather he takes the good and holy truths, and he twists them ever so slightly so as to make God seem untrustworthy to us.” Do you agree? Where do you see examples of this?


3. What was Abraham’s goal in negotiating with the Lord about the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah? Was Abraham successful in achieving his purpose? 


4. Was it right for Abraham to negotiate with God in this way? If no, then why did God allow it? If yes, then, should we follow his example? 


5. Speaking of the struggle that Christians sometimes have with God’s holy justice, Pastor Nathanael said in his sermon, “Many Christians don’t like the idea of justice and judgment, and perhaps would rather us focus on the mercy and love of God….What if you had to vote on whether or not you wanted God to change things? What if you could vote to give everyone mercy, and to send everyone to heaven?” Talk about a time when you have struggled with similar thoughts and feelings. 


6. What is wrong with the way of thinking described above? What is the alternative to it? 


7. Imagine that you are speaking with a curious, secular skeptic. One of his/her objections to the faith is that God seems “cranky, arbitrary, and mean.” He/she names the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah as proof. How do you respond?


8. Will God “sweep away” the righteous with the wicked? Prove your answer. 



9. Imagine that you are speaking with a curious, but skeptical person who grew up with a nominal, secularized Jewish upbringing. The conversation turns to the subject of God’s justice, and you quote Genesis 18, “God will not sweep away the righteous with the wicked” and the “judge of the earth will do right.” He/she replies with strong disagreement and then tells you the story of how her great grandparents died in the Holocaust. What do you say?



10. Speaking of our struggle to understand and accept God’s sense of justice, Pastor Nathanael said this in his sermon, “If you think about it, many of us still struggle to fight off the desire to earn our salvation and to earn our righteousness. And if that is the case, it could be that you dislike God’s justice because you think his righteousness is too difficult to attain. That if it wasn’t so high, so perfect, you might be able to attain it.” Do you agree? If so, where have you seen that tendency in your own life?


11. Consider Abraham’s rhetorical question: “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is right?” Where do you personally need to trust the Lord to judge and act rightly?



12. Imagine that you are having a fruitful, honest dialogue with a with sincere, theologically-liberal Christian. He/she says, “What this broken, hurting world really needs right now isn’t to hear about God’s justice, but about God’s love.” How do you respond?

