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Snow Retreat Information Packet 
January 27 – 29, 2023 

Welcome to Faith Presbyterian Church’s 2023 Snow Retreat! We hope you are 
ready for a weekend of outdoor fun and indoor relaxation, structured around times of 
worship and the preaching of God’s Word. Every year students find this to be a time of 
renewal and growth in the Lord and we are so glad you can join us! 

 

OUR SPEAKER:  

Christopher Bechtel is the pastor of Evergreen Church, a PCA congregation in Salem, 
OR. He has served there since January 2012. Prior to that, he lived in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, where he completed a PhD on the book of Ezekiel, did research for the Scottish 
Council on Human Bioethics and walked hundreds of miles. With his wife Jackie and 
five children, he lives in an old house that has been moved on two occasions. They have 
an (overly) affectionate golden retriever named Penny and a cat that once was lost but 
now is found.  We are very excited to Rev. Christopher Bechtel and his family with us! 
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Activities & Fun:  
As in past years, we will be enjoying the hospitality of Tall Timber Ranch 
https://www.talltimber.org just outside of Leavenworth, WA. Besides sermons and 
worship, there will be a number of fun opportunities at the retreat center. Outdoors, 
students will have access to snow tubing, cross country skiing and snowshoeing. Indoors 
there will be lots of space for students to relax, play games, stay warm by a fire, and 
spend time together.  
 

Food 
Tall Timber Ranch takes care of all of our dining needs with three meals on Saturday, and 
brunch on Sunday. Each church will be on their own for providing dinner on Friday, as well as 
any necessary meals while traveling to and from the retreat.  
 

Illness (please read) 
2020 was the first year in almost 30 years that Snow Retreat was cancelled due to the pandemic.  
If you have COVID and/or flu-like symptoms we ask that you stay home and we will work out a 
refund of your registration. We do not have the resources to isolate sick visitors or the resources 
to care for anyone who gets sick with COVID, a flu or a fever while on the trip. For that reason, 
for your personal wellbeing and for the wellbeing of the others in our group, parents will need to 
come and pick up their child if they get sick on the trip.  

Money: 
$$ Please remember to bring money for meals on the way up to Tall Timber and back. There is 
also a camp gift shop with T-shirts, mugs and other items. 

Packing List 
Please make sure to bring: 

• Warm winter clothing (including overnight clothes!) 
• Winter boots 
• Footwear is required in the lodge. Slippers, rather than snow boots might be preferable. 
• Warm hat, water-proof gloves, extra socks 
• Waterproof, outdoor jacket and pants (especially if you intend to play in the snow) 
• Towel 
• Toiletries 
• Sleeping bag (if you bring sheets to make a bed, bring a good thick blanket) 
• Pillow 
• Bible 
• Pen, pencil & notebook 
• Sunglasses (snow glare can be bright!) 
• Sunblock (Tall Timbers recommends it) 
• Any prescription drugs you may require 
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Please DO NOT bring: 
• Extra cargo: excessive curling irons, radios, skis, etc. Space is limited! 
• Anything illegal: rare birds or reptiles, drugs, alcohol. 
• Anything dangerous: weapons, fireworks, swords, etc. 
• Anything inappropriate. 

 
How to Pack (Important!) 

• Please label your bag and gear with a piece of masking tape (or something comparable) 
that includes your name, your church’s name. 

• Our bags and gear will be brought from our vehicles to the cabins by a snow-cat and 
sometimes things can get a little wet. Please make sure your items are well packed for 
this part of their transport (e.g.: do not bring a bunch of loose items, or pack items in a 
bag that does not zip, etc.).  
 

2023 Snow Retreat Schedule* 
*Details Subject to Change. Flexibility is Key 

 
Friday 

 
*****Churches should make their own dinner plans***** 

 
3:00 – 6:00 pm Churches Arrive at Tall Timber Ranch & Settle In  
   [Important: dinner is not provided] 
6:00-8:00 pm  Welcome & Orientation 
   Ice-breakers 
8:00 – 9:00 pm Evening Worship & First Session: 
              “Being Human with Jesus: Starting”—Hebrews 2:17-18 
9:00–9:45 pm  Small Groups 
9:45–11:15 pm Free Time 
 10:00 – 10:30 pm Leaders Meeting & Prayer in Napeequa Room 
11:15 pm  Everyone in Cabins 
11:30 pm  Lights Out  
 

Saturday 
 

 7:40 – 8:00 am Breakfast Setup (See Meal Chore Assignments – will be posted) 
8:00 – 8:45 am Breakfast &  
 8:30 – 9:00 am  Pick up Ski equipment/snowshoes 
 8:40 – 9:10 am Breakfast Cleanup (See Posted Meal Chore Assignments) 
9:00 – 10:00 am Morning Worship & Second Session 

“Being Human with Jesus: Learning”—Luke 2:52 
10:00 – 10:45 am Small Groups 
10:45 – 12:30 pm Free Time 
 12:10 – 12:30 pm Lunch Setup (See Posted Meal Chore Assignments) 
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12:30 – 1:15 pm Lunch 
 1:15 – 1:45 pm Lunch Cleanup (See Posted Meal Chore Assignments) 
1:30 – 6:00 pm Free Time 
 2:00-4:00pm   TUBE HILL (optional) 
     Cross-Country Skiing/Snow Shoes 
 4:00-5:30pm  Games Indoor or Outdoor (Gather at lodge) 

5:45 – 6:00 pm Dinner Setup (See Posted Meal Chore Assignments) 
6:00 – 6:45 pm Dinner 
 6:45 – 7:15 pm Dinner Cleanup (See Posted Meal Chore Assignments) 
7:15 – 8:30 pm Evening Worship & Third Session: 

“Being Human with Jesus: Living”—John 12:2 
8:30 – 9:30 pm Large Group Social Time 
9:30 – 11:00 pm Free Time 
11:00 – 11:30 pm  Everyone in Cabins 
11:30 pm  Lights Out 
 

Sunday 
8:00 – 8:45 am Personal Devotions 
    Cereal Bar is Open 
    Get All Luggage Packed Near Cabin Door for Snow Cat 
8:45-8:55 am   Group Photo in front of Main Lodge 
8:55 – 10:15 am Sunday Morning Worship & Fourth Session 

“Being Human with Jesus: Finishing”—1 Cor 15:49 
 10:15 – 10:30 am Brunch Setup (See Posted Meal Chore Assignments) 
10:30 – 11:15 am Brunch 
     Return Ski equipment 
 11:00 – 11:30 am Brunch Cleanup (See Posted Meal Chore Assignments) 
11:00 – 12:00 pm Clean Up, Pack Vans, Return All Equipment 
Noon   Leave Tall Timber Ranch 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

*Please note that there is no reception at the camp* 
 

 
 
 

Trip Leader: Rev. Nathaniel Gutiérrez 253-448-1823 
FPC Office 253-752-7601 
Tall Timber  509-763-3127 
Tall Timber VOIP Phone 509-763-2275 
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General Rules on Behavior 

 
1) Don’t be a jerk: 

We want to continue our past pattern of making this a great retreat for everyone involved. 
Nonetheless, it seems that trips like this often provide opportunities and temptations among 
teenagers to act cruelly towards others in the form of pranks, hazing, thefts, hurtful 
comments, etc. While lighthearted and humorous pranks may be expected, acts of cruelty 
or malice (verbal or physical) will not be tolerated. This is a Christian retreat. As such, love 
for those around us should be central to how we conduct ourselves. If you have the thought 
that an action you are about to take may be cruel or may hurt someone else (physically or 
emotionally), then stop right there and don’t do it. Let’s show Christ’s love to each other 
on this retreat. Don’t be a jerk. 
 
 

2) Don’t be a dope: 
Retreats like this one also offer opportunities and temptations for teenagers to act very 
foolishly. Of course, this is a retreat, and much of the time is meant to be spent in levity 
and lighthearted fun. That’s part of why we’re going! But actions or decisions become 
foolish when students act in ways that put themselves or others at risk, or that risk 
disrupting the ranch’s facilities or the weekend’s program. This weekend should be a time 
of fun and relaxation, and not a time where anyone’s wellbeing, property, or enjoyment of 
the weekend is damaged through the foolishness of others. Don’t be a dope. 
 

 

Specific Rules and Regulations* 
 

On Your Wellbeing: 
Notify an adult if there is any kind of accident or injury.  
 
On Fires: 
Fires may only be made in designated locations. 
Firewood is near the bathhouse. 
Do not leave any items on the wood stoves (e.g.: do not leave socks there to dry). 
Please do use the wood stoves for heat (it saves electricity). 
 
On Cabins: 
Cabins are assigned. 
No girls allowed in the guys’ cabins & no guys allowed in the girls’ cabins, under any circumstances. 
Clean your cabin carefully.  Respect Tall Timbers’ property (e.g.: no graffiti). 
 
On Meals: 
The kitchen is for those authorized only. 
All dishes must remain in the lodge. 
Be on time for set-up and clean-up. 
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No games during meal times. 
 
On Various Substances and Items that will get you sent home: 
No smoking, alcohol, drugs or worse. 
No fireworks or firearms. 
No weapons (or potential weapons) of any kind. 
No inappropriate items or media. 
 
On Safety: 
Stay away from eaves and icicles (snow and ice falling from these can be dangerous). 
No playing in “tunnels” of snow by the buildings. 
Stay on trails and groomed areas. Don’t wander. Do not hike the mountains. 
 
On Evenings: 
Quiet hours begin at 11:00 pm. 
Please respect lights-out times. 
 
On Worship Times: 
No electronic devices out during worship times or sermons. 
Please be on time and be respectful during our worship and sermon times. 
 
On Romance: 
No going off alone with a member of the opposite sex under any circumstances. 
(No, not just to talk, or to go for a walk, or to pray together – not under any circumstances.) 
 
No PDAs (public displays of affection) or romance … unless you are married (we will check for 
rings). 
 

*  This list is not exhaustive.  For items not covered here, ask a chaperone and/or refer to our two 
“General Rules on Behavior.” 

 
 

Information from Tall Timber: 
Please carefully review the Guest Preparation attachment from Tall Timber on what to expect, how to 
prepare for your time on the retreat, and what their policies are during our stay. 

We’re looking forward to seeing you all at Snow Retreat! 
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