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Second Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021

Upon entering the sanctuary please maintain silence for the sake of the 
congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make sure electronic devices 

are off or using silent mode.

Prelude
“What Sweeter Music” ………………………………………..……. John Rutter (b. 1945)

Welcome and Announcements

+Silent Prayer
That glorious Form, that Light unsufferable,
And that far-beaming blaze of Majesty,
Wherewith he wont at Heav’n’s high Council-Table,
To sit the midst of Trinal Unity,
He laid aside; and here with us to be,
Forsook the Courts of everlasting Day,
And chose with us a darksome House of mortal Clay.
 --John Milton, “On the Morning of Christ’s Nativity”

The Lord CaLLs Us

Call to Worship 



*Hymn of Praise to God
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”  No. 208

The Lord CLeanses Us 



+Confession of Sin
Silent Prayer
Corporate Prayer
Almighty and most merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have given in to our sinful 
desires, willfully forgetting that in your coming you provided all we need to resist 
temptation. We have been enticed or frightened by worldly powers, foolishly 
forgetting that in your coming you overcame the world. We have given ear to 
the deceptions and condemnations of the devil, faithlessly forgetting that in your 
coming you have defeated the devil. O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare those who 
confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, according to your promise in 
the gospel. And grant, for your mercy’s sake, that we may live a holy, just, and 
humble life to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Declaration of Pardon
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. Galatians 4:4-5 (ESV)



*Hymn of Faith in Jesus Christ
“Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor”  No. 230
   
             
   
           



The Lord Converses wiTh Us

Worship of God with Tithes and Offerings 
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”………………………………....… Traditional Polish Melody

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

*Congregational Petitions and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 (KJV)

Scripture Lesson  Deuteronomy 4:32-43 (ESV)

 32 “For ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day 
that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, 
whether such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard of. 33 Did 
any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of the fire, as 
you have heard, and still live? 34 Or has any god ever attempted to go and take a 
nation for himself from the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, 
and by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror, 
all of which the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 To you 
it was shown, that you might know that the Lord is God; there is no other besides 
him. 36 Out of heaven he let you hear his voice, that he might discipline you. And on 
earth he let you see his great fire, and you heard his words out of the midst of the 
fire. 37 And because he loved your fathers and chose their offspring after them and 
brought you out of Egypt with his own presence, by his great power, 38 driving 
out before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in, to give you 
their land for an inheritance, as it is this day, 39 know therefore today, and lay it to 
your heart, that the Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is 
no other. 40 Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I 
command you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, 
and that you may prolong your days in the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you for all time.”
 41 Then Moses set apart three cities in the east beyond the Jordan, 42 that the 
manslayer might flee there, anyone who kills his neighbor unintentionally, without 
being at enmity with him in time past; he may flee to one of these cities and save 
his life: 43 Bezer in the wilderness on the tableland for the Reubenites, Ramoth in 
Gilead for the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for the Manassites.



Sermon     “Universals & Particulars”

Offering for the Deacons’ Fund  
Variations on “Adeste Fideles” ……………………….……. Raynor Taylor (1747 - 1825)   
         

The Lord CommUnes wiTh Us
 
The Lord’s Supper 
                      
Procedure
· The order will generally be the balcony, and then the main floor starting in the 

back.
· There will be two lines, with congregants entering via the inside aisle and 

returning to their seats via the outside aisles. 
· There are two options for bread: regular bread on the plate or packaged gluten 

free bread marked “GF” in the basket. There are two options for the cup: wine 
in colored cups or juice in clear cups.

· The mobility impaired will be served in their seats after the line ends. Please be 
sure to alert one of the servers if you have that need.

You are welcome to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you are a baptized Christian, 
a follower of Jesus Christ, and a faithful member or adherent of this or some other 
congregation, recognized as belonging to the fellowship of Christian believers. 
If this does not describe you, we are glad you are here and commend to you this 
prayer for your use during the time of the Lord’s Supper. The pastors or elders 
would love to talk to you further about this after the service. Please introduce 
yourself to one of them.

Lord Jesus, help me to see that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared 
admit, but that through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. 
I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering 
me forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
help me now to trust in you as my Savior and my King. Amen. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Day-Spring come and cheer 
Our spirits by thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel.



O come, thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel.
Gregorian Chant/Arranged by Alice Parker and Robert Shaw

Hymn
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”  No. 216
   
 



Reading of Scripture  Psalms 61, 62, 63, 65 (ESV)
 
*Hymn 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” No. 193



The Lord Commissions Us
 
*The Charge

*The Benediction

+Silent Prayer
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets, to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warning and forsake 
our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.

To us a Child of hope is born, to us a Son is giv’n.
Him shall the tribes of earth obey, Him all the hosts of heav’n.
His name shall be the Prince of Peace, forever more adored.
The Son is giv’n, the wonderful, the Counselor, the mighty Lord of heav’n.
Arr. Melissa McMillan

Postlude
“Angels, We Have Heard on High” …. Old French Carol, arr. Harold DeCou (1932 - 2008)

*Congregation standing
+The congregation is invited to kneel
CCLI License #751114



TODAY
Second Sunday of Advent – December 5

Morning Worship 8:15 & 11:00 am
Sunday School 9:45 - 10:45 am
Choir Rehearsal 4:45 – 5:45 pm
Evening Worship   6:00 pm

Children’s Sunday School
A Sunday School map with class information and locations is available on the web site 
(faithtacoma.org/Sunday-School)  and on the bureau in the narthex as you exit the sanctuary.

Adult Sunday School 
Dr. Jeff David is teaching a class on the Sermon on the Mount. In his introduction to his 
exposition on the Sermon on the Mount, John Stott wrote, “The Sermon on the Mount 
is probably the best-known part of the teaching of Jesus, though arguably it is the least 
understood, and certainly it is the least obeyed. It is the nearest thing to a manifesto that he 
ever uttered, for it is his own description of what he wanted his follower to be and to do. To 
my mind no two words sum up its intention better or indicate more clearly its challenge to 
the modern world, than the expression ‘Christian counterculture.’” Come and see why this 
is the case. The adult class meets in the sanctuary.

Women’s Sunday School
This week Sarah Gauthier will be leading a study going through the book, Confronting 
Injustice Without Compromising Truth. We meet in the Women’s Ministry of Faith room 
105 downstairs.

High School Sunday School 
Christians are often accused of being unreasonable and intolerant by unbelievers, who 
argue that Biblical perspectives are hateful if the Biblical perspectives disagree with their 
own secular views. This can make conversations about God and life very difficult, and these 
secular perspectives can even begin to seep into our thinking and make us question our 
own Christian worldview. In this Sunday school we will be using Tim Keller’s book, The 
Reason for God, and we will analyze worldly ways of thinking while seeking to gain a 
better understanding of why we believe what we believe. High schoolers (9-12th grade) are 
encouraged to join us with Pastor Gutiérrez Sundays, 9:45-10:45am, in the library. Caleb 
Gutiérrez will be filling in today for Pastor Gutiérrez who is on vacation.

This Evening
Our pastor this evening is the Rev. Gavin Brand, and he will be preaching on “The Tree 
King”: Daniel 4:1-27. God often speaks to us using images we are familiar with to tell us 
about himself. Trees are an example of this in the bible and they point us to our true King 
Jesus Christ. Gavin and his wife Jordan have a son named Rowan and both enjoy running 
and cooking together in their spare time. Jordan is a counselor at Bell Tower Counseling 
and Gavin serves as the Pastor of Family of Student Ministries at Trinity Church Seattle 
as well as the Chaplain of the 485th Chemical Battalion in Newark, NJ (Army Reserve). 

We will also hear a report from Tim Bentson about his work with Mission to the World in 
Osaka, Japan, as well as his plans to return to Japan as a long-term missionary.



CALENDAR
December 6 – December 12

For details please check the announcements below or the web site. You may contact 
the church office with questions: fpc@faithtacoma.org.

Tuesday – December 7
- Women’s Ministry of Faith Bible Study Christmas Party, Room 105 9:30 am – 12:00 pm
- Samson Society, Church Office  7:00 – 8:00 pm
 
Wednesday – December 8
- Girls’ Discipleship Group, Room 105  2:20 – 3:20 pm
- Guys’ Discipleship Group, Library 2:20 – 3:20 pm
- Junior High Youth Group, Room 301  7:00 – 8:30 pm
- Senior High Youth Group, DeSoto Hall  7:00 – 8:30 pm
- Choristers, Room 103  7:00 – 8:00 pm
- Prayer Meeting, Sanctuary     7:00 pm

“Prayer is the pulse of life; by it the doctor can tell what is the condition of the heart. The 
sin of prayerlessness is a proof for the ordinary Christian or minister that the life of God in 
the soul is in deadly sickness and weakness.” -- Andrew Murray

Thursday – December 9
- Men’s Prayer & Bible Reading, Conference Room  6:30 am
- College & Career Community Group, Nate & Rachael Shelden’s Home    6:30 pm
- Session Meeting, Room 105   6:30 pm
- Covenant High School Open House 6:00 – 7:30 pm
- Covenant High School Concert & Art Show   7:30 – 9:00 pm 
  
Friday – December 10
- Covenant High School Concert & Art Show  7:30 – 9:00 pm
 
Saturday – December 11
- Karli Voges Baby Shower, Room 105  2:00 pm
- Serving  a Meal at Tacoma Rescue Mission 3:00 – 6:00 pm

Third Sunday of Advent  – December 12
Morning Worship   8:15 & 11:00 am
Sunday School  9:45 - 10:45 am
Choir Rehearsal  4:45 – 5:45 pm
Evening Service 6:00 pm

Upcoming Events
- Mothers’ Encouragement Group December 15
- Sunday School Christmas Program Rehearsal  December 18
- Fourth Sunday of Advent, Sunday School Christmas Program December 19
- Christmas Eve Services, 4:00 & 11:00 pm December 24



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Covenant High School’s Open House
Prospective families are warmly welcome to Covenant High School’s Open House this 
Thursday, December 9 at 6:00 pm! Experience Covenant’s caring faculty, classical and 
college preparatory curriculum, and vibrant Christian community. To learn more or RSVP, 
please reach out to Logan Hope, Admissions and Marketing Director, at lhope@chstacoma.
org or (253) 759-9570.
 

Covenant High School’s Christmas Concert & Art Shows
The Covenant choir will perform the Christmas Concert this Thursday and Friday, 
December 9 and 10. Come enjoy music celebrating Christ’s birth and the holiday season! 
Prelude music begins at 7:10 pm, and choral music begins at 7:30 pm. Student artwork will 
also be on display before and after the concert with doors opening at 6:30 pm. We look 
forward to sharing the hard work of our students with you!

Tacoma Rescue Mission
Our church family at Faith Presbyterian is serving dinner at the Tacoma Rescue Mission 
Downtown Campus this Saturday, December 11th. Our “shift” is every second Saturday 
of the month from 3:00 - 6:00 pm. If you plan to join us, you will need to fill out some 
paperwork ahead of time which takes 3-4 days to process. Have questions? Please contact 
Sandy Milton to answer those and to send you a link to sign up. If you are unable to be 
there on the second Saturdays, you may bring baked goods (cookies or muffins) to the 
church and put them in the freezer marked for the Rescue Mission. Thank you for helping 
us support those in need in our community!

Karli and Claire Voges Baby Shower
Karli Voges’ baby shower celebrating the arrival of baby Claire in September has been 
rescheduled to this Saturday, December 11th at 2 p.m. in the Women’s Ministry room 
105. Her registry can be found at: https://www.babylist.com/baby-karli-voges. The group 
gift contributions were previously collected, and the gift purchased prior to the shower’s 
postponement. 

Hope Jorgensen Bridal Shower
It’s not too early to get this on your calendar, ladies – our 4th and final Jorgensen wedding 
shower in recent history! Tuesday, January 4, 2022, 7:00 pm in the Women’s Ministry 
Room. The group gift contribution box is in the narthex today. Registry information will 
follow soon.
 

Youth Group Christmas Party
The Youth Group (junior and senior high) Christmas Party will be on Wednesday, December 
15th. Stay tuned for more information.

2021 Sunday School Christmas Program
Save the evening of Sunday, December 19 at 6pm to come and enjoy our Sunday School 
Christmas Program! Our students will be performing a traditional pageant and delighting 
us with songs and poetry. Come early for seats and to hear student musicians perform on 
various instruments for the prelude. The kids are having a great time preparing a wonderful 
evening to bring glory to our Lord as we celebrate his birth!



2022 Bible Reading Plans Available
Craig DesJardins’ 2022 Bible reading plan is available in the narthex and also on the Faith 
Presbyterian Church website: faithtacoma.org. Click on the “Resources” tab, then “Bible 
Reading & Memory Work” for a calendar or a printable single sheet reading plan for your 
Bible. 

Also available in the narthex are the chronological reading plan from Biblical Foundations 
International and the M’Cheyne Daily Bible Reading Plan which takes readers through the 
New Testament and Psalms twice a year, and through the rest of the Bible once each year. 

Women’s Ministry of Faith
Tuesday Bible Study

We will have our Christmas party on Tuesday, December 7, and after a Christmas break, 
we will resume meeting on Tuesday, January 4.

On Tuesday, January 4, 2022, we will begin a new study in Genesis, using Nancy Guthrie’s 
book The Promised One:  Seeing Jesus in Genesis. 

“After the resurrection, when Jesus used Scripture to explain who he was and why he came, 
where did he start? In the Old Testament. And this is where The Promised One begins to 
look for Christ, finding him in the people, promises, and patterns of the Old Testament 
Scriptures.”

If you would like to join us, please contact Dawn Darby so a book can be ordered for you. 
Babysitting is available. 

If you’re not sure you can attend in person, or if you are out of town and would like to join 
us on Zoom, please let Dawn know so you can receive a Zoom invitation.  We have women 
from Texas, Montana, and Tacoma, joining us through Zoom, and our system works very 
well. 

Mothers’ Encouragement Group (MEG)
MEG meets two Wednesday mornings each month from 9:30 am – 12pm in Room 105. 
December 15 is our last meeting for 2021, and we will resume January 5th. Childcare for 
infants and preschoolers is provided so you have opportunity to connect with other moms, 
have a hot cup of coffee, and lift one another up in prayer. 

Choristers
Choristers is open to children ages 4-12. We meet every Wednesday evening from 7:00 - 
8:00, in the choir room. Please see Melissa McMillan for more details.

Men’s Prayer & Bible Reading
We meet Thursdays at 6:30am in the Conference Room. We are currently reading in the 
book of Acts. Please join us as we read and pray for each other and the world. 



College & Career Community Group 
College & Career is a young adult ministry of Faith Presbyterian Church. The goal is to 
provide opportunities for young adults 18 and older, whether single or married, to “do life” 
together throughout the week and form deep Christian friendships. The C&C Community 
Group is a weekly small group that meets in a home for dinner and fellowship. Currently 
they meet on Thursdays at Nate and Rachael Shelden’s home at 6:30. For more details, or 
if you’re interested in joining a C&C Community Group, please contact Nate or Rachael, 
and they will help you get connected!

Music Today
Special thanks to Nico Roberts for blessing the body of Christ with his musical gifts.

Online Giving
Text “faithtacoma” to 1-888-364-GIVE (4483) for a link to our online giving portal, or visit 
www.faithtacoma.org/give. 



Christmas Concert & 

Art Show

Covenant High School's 2021

Doors Open - 6:30 pm
Prelude Begins - 7:10 pm
Concert Begins - 7:30 pm

December 9 & 10

Artwork by Natalie Newton, Grade 10



Covenant High School's

Open House
December 9, 2021 at 6:00 pm

Experience Covenant's caring faculty,
classical and college preparatory curriculum,
and vibrant Christian community. Enjoy our
Christmas Concert and Art Show afterwards!

Refreshments will be provided.

Please RSVP to Logan Hope at 
lhope@chstacoma.org or (253) 759-9570

chstacoma.org

CHRISTIAN
CLASSICAL

COLLEGE PREPARATORY






