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First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021
Upon entering the sanctuary please maintain silence for the sake of the
congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make sure electronic devices
are off or using silent mode.

Prelude

Chorale Prelude on “In dulci jubilo” ………………… Johann Michael Bach (1648 - 1694)

Welcome and Announcements
+Silent Prayer

This is the Month, and this the happy morn
Wherein the Son of Heav’n’s eternal King,
Of wedded Maid, and Virgin Mother born,
Our great redemption from above did bring;
For so the holy sages once did sing,
That he our deadly forfeit should release,
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace.
--John Milton, “On the Morning of Christ’s Nativity”

The Lord Calls Us
Call to Worship

*Hymn of Praise to God

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
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Trinity Hymnal 194
TEXT: Latin antiphons, 12th cent.; Latin hymn, 1710; Tr. by John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1961
TUNE (VENI EMMANUEL, L.M.ref.): Plainsong, 13th cent.; arr. by Thomas Helmore, 1856
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The Lord Cleanses Us
+Confession of Sin

Silent Prayer
Corporate Prayer
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have
pridefully sought to elevate ourselves above others, while you came to us in
humble flesh and in the form of a servant. We have craved the approval of those
with power and prestige, while you associate with the weak and lowly. We have
lived as if this life is of chief importance, while you call us to live in light of the
world that is to come. In these ways and more, we have failed to walk in your ways
and to embrace the truth of your advent. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy Name. Amen.

Declaration of Pardon

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 1 Timothy 1:15 (ESV)

*Hymn of Faith in Jesus Christ
“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”

No. 197

			
		
			

The Lord Converses with Us
Worship of God with Tithes and Offerings

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ……………...............................… Old German melody
		
harmonized by M. Praetorius (1571 – 1621)

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Congregational Petitions and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 (KJV)

Scripture Lesson

Deuteronomy 4:9-31 (ESV)

“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that
your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your
life. Make them known to your children and your children’s children— 10 how
on the day that you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, the Lord said
to me, ‘Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that
they may learn to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they
may teach their children so.’ 11 And you came near and stood at the foot of the
mountain, while the mountain burned with fire to the heart of heaven, wrapped
in darkness, cloud, and gloom. 12 Then the Lord spoke to you out of the midst
of the fire. You heard the sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a
voice. 13 And he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you to
perform, that is, the Ten Commandments, and he wrote them on two tablets of
stone. 14 And the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and rules,
that you might do them in the land that you are going over to possess.
9

“Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you saw no form on the
day that the Lord spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 16 beware lest
you act corruptly by making a carved image for yourselves, in the form of any
figure, the likeness of male or female, 17 the likeness of any animal that is on the
earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 18 the likeness of anything
that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water under the
earth. 19 And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun
and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow
down to them and serve them, things that the Lord your God has allotted to all the
15

peoples under the whole heaven. 20 But the Lord has taken you and brought you out
of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be a people of his own inheritance, as you are
this day. 21 Furthermore, the Lord was angry with me because of you, and he swore
that I should not cross the Jordan, and that I should not enter the good land that
the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance. 22 For I must die in this land; I
must not go over the Jordan. But you shall go over and take possession of that good
land. 23 Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the Lord your God, which he
made with you, and make a carved image, the form of anything that the Lord your
God has forbidden you. 24 For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous
God.
“When you father children and children’s children, and have grown old in
the land, if you act corruptly by making a carved image in the form of anything,
and by doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord your God, so as to provoke him
to anger, 26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will soon
utterly perish from the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess. You will
not live long in it, but will be utterly destroyed. 27 And the Lord will scatter you
among the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the nations where
the Lord will drive you. 28 And there you will serve gods of wood and stone, the
work of human hands, that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 29 But from
there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you search after
him with all your heart and with all your soul. 30 When you are in tribulation, and
all these things come upon you in the latter days, you will return to the Lord your
God and obey his voice. 31 For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will not
leave you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers that he swore to
them.
25

Sermon

“Seeing vs Hearing”

The Lord Communes with Us
The Lord’s Supper
		

Procedure

· The order will generally be the balcony, and then the main floor starting in the
back.
· There will be two lines, with congregants entering via the inside aisle and
returning to their seats via the outside aisles.
· There are two options for bread: regular bread on the plate or packaged gluten
free bread marked “GF” in the basket. There are two options for the cup: wine
in colored cups or juice in clear cups.
· The mobility impaired will be served in their seats after the line ends. Please be
sure to alert one of the servers if you have that need.

You are welcome to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you are a baptized Christian,
a follower of Jesus Christ, and a faithful member or adherent of this or some other
congregation, recognized as belonging to the fellowship of Christian believers.
If this does not describe you, we are glad you are here and commend to you this
prayer for your use during the time of the Lord’s Supper. The pastors or elders
would love to talk to you further about this after the service. Please introduce
yourself to one of them.
Lord Jesus, help me to see that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared
admit, but that through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.
I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering
me forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead,
help me now to trust in you as my Savior and my King. Amen.
Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded,
For with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
In the Body and the Blood
He will give to all the faithful
His own Self for heavenly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.
At His feet the six-winged seraph;
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the Presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry,
“Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord most High!”
G. Holst

Hymn

“Father of Mercies, in Your Word”

		

Reading of Scripture

No. 144

Psalms 61, 62, 63, 65 (ESV)

*Hymn

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

No. 162

The Lord Commissions Us

			
*The Charge
*The Benediction
+Silent Prayer

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again
in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
Peace be to you and grace from him
Who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed his blood
That we might saved be.
Sing holy, holy to our Lord,
The Lord Almighty God,
Who was and is and is to come;
Sing holy, holy, Lord!
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below,
For Christ is coming, is coming soon!
Even so, Lord Jesus, quickly come,
And night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun,
For Christ will be their All!
Paul Manz

Postlude

“Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying” …….. Philipp Nicolai (1556 - 1608), harm. J. S. Bach

*Congregation standing
+The congregation is invited to kneel
CCLI License #751114

Morning Worship
Sunday School
Choir Rehearsal
Evening Worship

TODAY
First Sunday of Advent – November 28

8:15 & 11:00 am
9:45 - 10:45 am
4:45 – 5:45 pm
6:00 pm

Children’s Sunday School
A Sunday School map with class information and locations is available on the web site
(faithtacoma.org/Sunday-School) and on the bureau in the narthex as you exit the sanctuary.
Adult Sunday School
Dr. Jeff David is teaching a class on the Sermon on the Mount. In his introduction to his
exposition on the Sermon on the Mount, John Stott wrote, “The Sermon on the Mount
is probably the best-known part of the teaching of Jesus, though arguably it is the least
understood, and certainly it is the least obeyed. It is the nearest thing to a manifesto that he
ever uttered, for it is his own description of what he wanted his follower to be and to do. To
my mind no two words sum up its intention better or indicate more clearly its challenge to
the modern world, than the expression ‘Christian counterculture.’” Come and see why this
is the case. The adult class meets in the sanctuary.
Women’s Sunday School
This week Sarah Gauthier will be leading a study going through the book, Confronting
Injustice Without Compromising Truth. We meet in the Women’s Ministry of Faith room
105 downstairs.
High School Sunday School
Christians are often accused of being unreasonable and intolerant by unbelievers, who
argue that Biblical perspectives are hateful if the Biblical perspectives disagree with their
own secular views. This can make conversations about God and life very difficult, and these
secular perspectives can even begin to seep into our thinking and make us question our
own Christian worldview. In this Sunday school we will be using Tim Keller’s book, The
Reason for God, and we will analyze worldly ways of thinking while seeking to gain a
better understanding of why we believe what we believe. High schoolers (9-12th grade) are
encouraged to join us with Pastor Gutiérrez Sundays, 9:45-10:45am, in the library. Caleb
Gutiérrez will be filling in today for Pastor Gutiérrez who is on vacation.
This Evening
Our preacher this evening is Pastor Jonny Finlayson who is a church planting resident at
Trinity Church Seattle and is working through the Northwest Church Planting Network.
He is from Toronto, Canada, and is married to Lauren (a Tacoma native). They have a
daughter Annie and another baby on the way. The Finlaysons are praying and planning
towards planting a new church in Northeast Seattle. He will preach on “Fired up about
Grace”: Galatians 3:1-14.

CALENDAR
November 29 – December 5
For details please check the announcements below or the web site. You may contact
the church office with questions: fpc@faithtacoma.org.
Tuesday – November 30
- Women’s Ministry of Faith Bible Study, Room 105
- Samson Society, Church Office

9:30 am – 12:00 pm
7:00 – 8:00 pm

Wednesday – December 1
- Mothers’ Encouragement Group, Room 105
- Girls’ Discipleship Group, Room 105
- Guys’ Discipleship Group, Library
- Junior High Youth Group, Room 301
- Senior High Youth Group, DeSoto Hall
- Choristers, Room 103
- Prayer Meeting, Sanctuary

9:30 am – 12:00 pm
2:20 – 3:20 pm
2:20 – 3:20 pm
7:00 – 8:30 pm
7:00 – 8:30 pm
7:00 – 8:00 pm
7:00 pm

“Prayer is a sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God, through
Christ, in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for such things as God has
promised, or according to his Word, for the good of the church, with submission in faith to
the will of God.” - John Bunyan
Thursday – December 2
- Men’s Prayer & Bible Reading, Conference Room
6:30 am
- College & Career Community Group, Nate & Rachael Shelden’s Home
6:30 pm
- Deacons Meeting
7:00 – 8:30 pm
Saturday – December 4
- Women’s Ministry Christmas Brunch, DeSoto Hall

10:30 am – 1:00 pm

Second Sunday of Advent – December 5
Morning Worship
Sunday School
Choir Rehearsal
Evening Service
Upcoming Events
- Covenant High School Open House, Christmas Concert & Art Show
- Covenant High School Christmas Concert & Art Show
- Third Sunday of Advent
- Mothers’ Encouragement Group
- Fourth Sunday of Advent, Sunday School Christmas Program
- Christmas Eve Service

8:15 & 11:00 am
9:45 - 10:45 am
4:45 – 5:45 pm
6:00 pm
December 9
December 10
December 12
December 15
December 19
December 24

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sacred Road Christmas Gifts
Today is the last day to contribute Christmas gifts for Sacred Road ministries on the Yakama
Indian Reservation! If you are unable to fill an entire box you may contribute individual
items. Place the full shoe boxes, UNWRAPPED, on the table in the narthex or individual
items, also UNWRAPPED, in the bigger box on that table. A list of suggested gift items
is on the table as well. Cash, checks, or Walmart gift cards are also welcome. Walmart gift
cards in any denomination may be placed in the marked box in the narthex or given to Ned
or Kim St. John. You may donate cash or checks by placing them in the offering plate in an
envelope marked “Sacred Road Christmas.”
“Generous Love for Cuba” Offering
The deacons are grateful for your generous contributions last Sunday evening of $12,964.95.
If you missed the opportunity last week, you may still contribute to this cause today.
Prayer Meeting this Wednesday
We are happy to have Tim Bentson with us this Wednesday evening to report on the work
of the church in Osaka and his plans to complete his seminary training in preparation for
transitioning to a long-term missionary and returning to Japan.
Covenant High School’s Open House
Prospective families are warmly welcome to Covenant High School’s Open House on
Thursday, December 9 at 6:00 pm! Experience Covenant’s caring faculty, classical and
college preparatory curriculum, and vibrant Christian community. To learn more or RSVP,
please reach out to Logan Hope, Admissions and Marketing Director, at lhope@chstacoma.
org or (253) 759-9570.
Covenant High School’s Christmas Concert & Art Shows
The Covenant choir will perform the Christmas Concert on Thursday and Friday, December
9 and 10. Come enjoy music celebrating Christ’s birth and the holiday season! Prelude
music begins at 7:10 pm, and choral music begins at 7:30 pm. Student artwork will also be
on display before and after the concert with doors opening at 6:30 pm. We look forward to
sharing the hard work of our students with you!
Youth Group Christmas Party
The Youth Group (junior and senior high) Christmas Party will be on Wednesday, December
15th. Stay tuned for more information.
Calling All Student Musicians for Sunday School Christmas Program Preludes
Preparations are underway for this year’s Sunday School Christmas Program during our
evening service December 19th. As is our tradition, we will have a musical prelude to start
the program. We have so many talented kids who all work so hard, and we love to see and
hear them play their various instruments in celebration of our Savior’s Birth! If you have
a Sunday Schooler who would like to perform a piece for this year’s prelude, please email
Heidi Bone at heidirb@gmail.com with the title, length, and instrument of the song your
student will be performing. Thanks!

Women’s Annual Christmas Brunch
The Christmas Brunch is this Saturday, December 4th, 10:30 am – 1:00 pm. Tickets are
$15 and will be sold today. Don’t forget that table hostesses get a free ticket. We will also
be having an ornament exchange; you can purchase or make them. There will be signups
to host tables, as well as to help with decorating and cleaning up. I can’t wait to see you all
there! Any questions, or a burning desire to help? Contact Tina LeFebvre: 253-222-5527.
Women’s Ministry of Faith
Tuesday Bible Study
We are studying Dr. Jack Beck’s book, Land Without Borders: How God Guides You
Through the Wilderness. “Some of the Bible’s most familiar and powerful stories took
place in the wilderness. The Israelites spent forty years in the wilderness. Jesus fasted in
the wilderness for forty days before He was tempted by Satan. Even the beloved ’Shepherd
Psalm’, Psalm 23, may have been inspired by the wilderness. In fact, the wilderness is
mentioned more than three hundred times in Scripture.” Dawn Darby had the privilege of
touring the Holy Land with Dr. Beck a few years ago and looks forward to sharing just a
small part of what she learned. If you are interested in this study, please buy the book, and
let Dawn know so you can receive email updates.
Mothers’ Encouragement Group (MEG)
MEG meets two Wednesday mornings each month from 9:30 am – 12pm in Room 105.
The schedule thus far for this year is: December 1, and December 15. Childcare for infants
and preschoolers is provided so you have opportunity to connect with other moms, have a
hot cup of coffee, and lift one another up in prayer.
Choristers
Choristers is open to children ages 4-12. We meet every Wednesday evening from 7:00 8:00, in the choir room. Please see Melissa McMillan for more details.
Men’s Prayer & Bible Reading
We meet Thursdays at 6:30am in the Conference Room. We are currently reading in the
book of Acts. Please join us as we read and pray for each other and the world.
College & Career Community Group
College & Career is a young adult ministry of Faith Presbyterian Church. The goal is to
provide opportunities for young adults 18 and older, whether single or married, to “do life”
together throughout the week and form deep Christian friendships. The C&C Community
Group is a weekly small group that meets in a home for dinner and fellowship. Currently
they meet on Thursdays at Nate and Rachael Shelden’s home at 6:30. For more details, or
if you’re interested in joining a C&C Community Group, please contact Nate or Rachael,
and they will help you get connected!
Online Giving
Text “faithtacoma” to 1-888-364-GIVE (4483) for a link to our online giving portal, or visit
www.faithtacoma.org/give.

