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Important Reminders for Our Service Today
• Please do not sit in the marked off pews.
• Masks should be worn (including during congregational singing) by all except
those with medical conditions that prevent wearing them, and small children.
 Please ensure that your mask covers your mouth and nose at all times.
• Please dispose of all single-use items (cups, bulletins, wipes) after the service,
leaving nothing in your pew.
• You should not attend services if you have a temperature over 100.4o, or if
you have symptoms related to, or a diagnosis of, COVID-19, or if you know you
have been exposed in the last 14 days to someone with symptoms related to, or
a diagnosis of, COVID-19.
• We are grateful to the congregation for their cooperation and understanding.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
Upon entering the sanctuary please maintain silence for the sake of the congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make sure electronic devices are off or
using silent mode.
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
*Congregational Prayer

Almighty God, to know you truly is everlasting life. Grant us so perfectly to know your
Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his
steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

*Hymn

“God, My King, Thy Might Confessing”

No. 5

			
			

*Psalm: Psalm 7
Minister: O Lord my God, in you do I take refuge;
Congregation: save me from all my pursuers and deliver me,
2
lest like a lion they tear my soul apart,
rending it in pieces, with none to deliver.
3
O Lord my God, if I have done this,
if there is wrong in my hands,
4
if I have repaid my friend with evil
or plundered my enemy without cause,
5
let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake it,
and let him trample my life to the ground
and lay my glory in the dust.
6
Arise, O Lord, in your anger;
lift yourself up against the fury of my enemies;
awake for me; you have appointed a judgment.
7
Let the assembly of the peoples be gathered about you;
over it return on high.
8
The Lord judges the peoples;
judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness
and according to the integrity that is in me.
9
Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end,
and may you establish the righteous—
you who test the minds and hearts,
O righteous God!
10
My shield is with God,
who saves the upright in heart.
11
God is a righteous judge,
and a God who feels indignation every day.
12
If a man does not repent, God will whet his sword;
he has bent and readied his bow;
13
he has prepared for him his deadly weapons,
making his arrows fiery shafts.
14
Behold, the wicked man conceives evil
and is pregnant with mischief
and gives birth to lies.
15
He makes a pit, digging it out,
and falls into the hole that he has made.
16
His mischief returns upon his own head,
and on his own skull his violence descends.
17
I will give to the Lord the thanks due to his righteousness,
and I will sing praise to the name of the Lord, the Most High.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

*Hymn

“Fear Not, O Little Flock”

No. 566

Catechism: Lord’s Day 7 from the Heidelberg Catechism (Questions #20-#23; Part 2:
Deliverance)

Minister: Are all saved through Christ
just as all were lost through Adam?
Congregation: No.
Only those are saved
who by true faith
are grafted into Christ
and accept all his blessings.
Minister: What is true faith?
Congregation: True faith is
not only a knowledge and conviction
that everything God reveals in his Word is true;
it is also a deep-rooted assurance,
created in me by the Holy Spirit through the gospel,
that, out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ,
not only others, but I too,
have had my sins forgiven,
have been made forever right with God,
and have been granted salvation.
Minister: What then must a Christian believe?
Congregation: Everything God promises us in the gospel.
That gospel is summarized for us
in the articles of our Christian faith—
a creed beyond doubt,
and confessed throughout the world.
Minister: What are these articles?
Congregation: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer
Scripture Lesson

Micah 1:1-2:13 (ESV)

1 The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.
2
Hear, you peoples, all of you;
pay attention, O earth, and all that is in it,
and let the Lord God be a witness against you,
the Lord from his holy temple.
3
For behold, the Lord is coming out of his place,
and will come down and tread upon the high places of the earth.
4
And the mountains will melt under him,
and the valleys will split open,
like wax before the fire,
like waters poured down a steep place.
5
All this is for the transgression of Jacob
and for the sins of the house of Israel.
What is the transgression of Jacob?
Is it not Samaria?
And what is the high place of Judah?
Is it not Jerusalem?
6
Therefore I will make Samaria a heap in the open country,
a place for planting vineyards,
and I will pour down her stones into the valley
and uncover her foundations.
7
All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces,
all her wages shall be burned with fire,
and all her idols I will lay waste,
for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered them,
and to the fee of a prostitute they shall return.
For this I will lament and wail;
I will go stripped and naked;
I will make lamentation like the jackals,
and mourning like the ostriches.
9
For her wound is incurable,
and it has come to Judah;
it has reached to the gate of my people,
to Jerusalem.
8

Tell it not in Gath;
weep not at all;
in Beth-le-aphrah
roll yourselves in the dust.
11
Pass on your way,
inhabitants of Shaphir,
in nakedness and shame;
the inhabitants of Zaanan
do not come out;
the lamentation of Beth-ezel
shall take away from you its standing place.
12
For the inhabitants of Maroth
wait anxiously for good,
because disaster has come down from the Lord
to the gate of Jerusalem.
13
Harness the steeds to the chariots,
inhabitants of Lachish;
it was the beginning of sin
to the daughter of Zion,
for in you were found
the transgressions of Israel.
14
Therefore you shall give parting gifts
to Moresheth-gath;
the houses of Achzib shall be a deceitful thing
to the kings of Israel.
15
I will again bring a conqueror to you,
inhabitants of Mareshah;
the glory of Israel
shall come to Adullam.
16
Make yourselves bald and cut off your hair,
for the children of your delight;
make yourselves as bald as the eagle,
for they shall go from you into exile.
10

2 Woe to those who devise wickedness
and work evil on their beds!
When the morning dawns, they perform it,
because it is in the power of their hand.
2
They covet fields and seize them,
and houses, and take them away;
they oppress a man and his house,
a man and his inheritance.
3
Therefore thus says the Lord:
behold, against this family I am devising disaster,
from which you cannot remove your necks,
and you shall not walk haughtily,
for it will be a time of disaster.

In that day they shall take up a taunt song against you
and moan bitterly,
and say, “We are utterly ruined;
he changes the portion of my people;
how he removes it from me!
To an apostate he allots our fields.”
5
Therefore you will have none to cast the line by lot
in the assembly of the Lord.
4

“Do not preach”—thus they preach—
“one should not preach of such things;
disgrace will not overtake us.”
7
Should this be said, O house of Jacob?
Has the Lord grown impatient?
Are these his deeds?
Do not my words do good
to him who walks uprightly?
8
But lately my people have risen up as an enemy;
you strip the rich robe from those who pass by trustingly
with no thought of war.
9
The women of my people you drive out
from their delightful houses;
from their young children you take away
my splendor forever.
10
Arise and go,
for this is no place to rest,
because of uncleanness that destroys
with a grievous destruction.
11
If a man should go about and utter wind and lies,
saying, “I will preach to you of wine and strong drink,”
he would be the preacher for this people!
12
I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob;
I will gather the remnant of Israel;
I will set them together
like sheep in a fold,
like a flock in its pasture,
a noisy multitude of men.
13
He who opens the breach goes up before them;
they break through and pass the gate,
going out by it.
Their king passes on before them,
the Lord at their head.
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Sermon
		
*Hymn

“O God of Earth and Altar”

		

“Biblical Justice”

*Benediction
+Silent Prayer
Postlude
*Congregation standing
+The congregation is invited to kneel
CCLI License #751114

Explanation of the Cover Symbol
The Shield of the Holy Trinity: Found frequently in stained glass windows of medieval churches,
this emblem expresses the Christian doctrine of the triunity of Almighty God. Positively, two affirmations are made about each person of the Godhead. Reading from the center circle outward:
God (Deus) is (est) Father (P is for Pater), God is Son (F is for Filius), and God is Holy Spirit
(SS is for Spiritus Sanctus). Reading from the outer circles inward: The Father is God, the Son
is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. Negatively, two affirmations are likewise made about each
person of the Godhead. Reading clockwise and counter-clockwise from one outer circle to the
other two: The Father is not (non est) the Son or the Holy Spirit, the Son is not the Father or the
Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is not the Father or the Son.

