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Important Reminders for Our Service Today
• Please do not sit in the marked off pews.
• Masks should be worn (including during congregational singing) by all except those with
medical conditions that prevent wearing them, and small children.
 Please ensure that your mask covers your mouth and nose at all times.
• Please dispose of all single-use items (cups, bulletins, wipes) after the service, leaving
nothing in your pew.
• You should not attend services if you have a temperature over 100.4o, or if you have
symptoms related to, or a diagnosis of, COVID-19, or if you know you have been exposed
in the last 14 days to someone with symptoms related to, or a diagnosis of, COVID-19.
• We are grateful to the congregation for their cooperation and understanding.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
Upon entering the sanctuary please maintain silence for the sake of the congregation’s
preparation for worship, and please make sure electronic devices are off or using silent mode.

Prelude

Praeludium in C, BuxWV 137 …………………………………… Dietrich Buxtehude (1637 - 1707)

Welcome and Announcements
+Silent Prayer
O Almighty God, from whom every good prayer comes, who pours out on all who desire it
the spirit of grace and of supplication: Deliver us, when we draw near to you, from coldness
of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we
may worship you in Spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord Calls Us
Call to Worship
*Hymn of Praise to God
“O Worship the King”

No. 2 (Psalm 104)

The Lord Cleanses Us
+Confession of Sin
Silent Prayer

Corporate Prayer

Most merciful God, we confess to you that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed; not only in outward transgressions, but
also in secret thoughts and desires that we are unable to understand, but which are all known
to you. For this reason, we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your
grace, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us so that we can
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Declaration of Pardon
The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” Exodus 34:6-7 (ESV)

*Hymn of Faith in Jesus Christ
“O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”

No. 535

The Lord Converses with Us
Worship of God with Tithes and Offerings

“Ubi Caritas” ………………………………………………………….. Maurice Duruflé (1902 – 1986)

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

*Congregational Petitions and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 (KJV)

Scripture Lesson

John 21:15-19 (ESV)

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He
said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was
grieved because he said to him the third time,“Do you love me?” and he said to him,“Lord, you
know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly,
truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you
wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you
and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death
he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”
15

Sermon
“Loving Christ’s Sheep”
		

The Lord Communes with Us
The Lord’s Supper
		
Procedure
• A deacon will release each section. The order will generally be the balcony, DeSoto Hall,
and then the main floor starting in the back.
• There will be two lines, with congregants entering via the inside aisle and returning to
their seats via the outside aisles.
• Please try to maintain distance as you are able.
• There is a choice of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free bread is available and marked with
“GF” on the top of the bread container.

• Take the elements back to your seats and consume them there.
• There will be a trash can to throw out your serving cups as you exit the service.
• The mobility impaired will be served in their seats after the line ends.
You are welcome to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you are a baptized Christian, a follower
of Jesus Christ, and a faithful member or adherent of this or some other congregation,
recognized as belonging to the fellowship of Christian believers. If this does not describe
you, we are glad you are here and commend to you this prayer for your use during the time
of the Lord’s Supper.
Lord Jesus, help me to see that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared admit, but
that through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering me forgiveness and new
life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, help me now to trust in you as my
Savior and my King. Amen.

*Hymn
“Let Thy Blood and Mercy Poured”

No. 429

			
			

Reading of Scripture

Psalms 92, 96, 97, 98, 99, 103

*Hymn
“O God of Mercy, God of Might”

No. 433

			
		

The Lord Commissions Us

			
*The Charge
*The Benediction
+Silent Prayer
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hears
may be fixed where true joy is found; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
A parting hymn we sing
Around your table, Lord;
Again our grateful tribute bring,
Our solemn vows record.
Here we have seen your face,
And felt your presence here;
So may the savor of your grace
In word and life appear.
We’re purchased by your blood,
By sin no longer led;
The path our dear Redeemer trod
May we rejoicing tread.
In self-forgetting love
Be our communion shown,
Until we join the church above,
And know as we are known.
Aaron Wolfe/John Wykoff (Tune: Clyde Valley)

Postlude

Ciacona in C, BuxWV 137 …………………………………………………………………. Buxtehude

*Congregation standing
+The congregation is invited to kneel
CCLI License #751114

TODAY
Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 2, 2021
Worship:
Morning Worship
Evening Worship
Livestream
Sunday School for All Ages

8:15 & 11:00 am
6:00 pm
11:00 am & 6:00 pm
9:45 - 10:45 am

Adult Sunday School:
The Word of Faith Class (Sanctuary): Mike Pfefferle concludes, “Studies in the Trinity.” You might
think that you only need to know about the Trinity when “those people” ring your doorbell. J.I. Packer
would disagree; he writes in Knowing God that “the heart of the Christian faith in God is the revealed
mystery of the Trinity.” In this class, you’ll learn the Biblical foundation for the doctrine of the Trinity,
how the first Christians worked to express the Biblical teaching in their own words, and how our
God’s triune nature shapes every aspect of our Christian lives.
High School Sunday School:
Senior High School Class (South Side of DeSoto Hall): Senior High Sunday School meets in
DeSoto Hall beginning at 9:45 am!
Children’s Sunday School:
Locations:
· 3- & 4-yr-olds - DeSoto Hall
· Kindergarten - Downstairs Room 117
· 1st-3rd Grades - Upstairs Room 301
· 4th-5th Grades - Upstairs Room 302
· 6th-8th Grades - Upstairs Room 304
· Note: Our precious 2-year-olds do not have a class at this time
Precautions: Children 5 years and older must wear a face covering to participate. Children ages 3-4
are encouraged to wear a face covering if possible. Exceptions will be made for children with certain
disabilities or health conditions.
Drop off:
· 3’s – Kindergarten: Parents should escort their children to the designated classroom. If needed,
a parent of a 3- or 4-year-old may sit with their child during class.
· 1st-8th Grades: Parents may escort their children to the designated classroom, but this is not
required.
Pick Up:
· 3-yr-olds-Kindergarten: Parents should pick up their children from the classroom.
· 1st-8th Grades: Students will be released from the classroom at 10:45am.

CALENDAR
May 3 – May 9
For details please check the web site. You may contact
the church office with questions: fpc@faithtacoma.org.
Tuesday – May 4
- Ladies’ Bible Study, via Zoom
Contact Dawn Darby to join the call.
- Samson Society, the 629 House

10:00 am – noon
7:00 – 8:00 pm

Wednesday – May 5
- Girls’ Discipleship, Room 304, ALL High Schoolers welcome
- Guys’ Discipleship, Room 301, ALL High Schoolers welcome

2:30 – 3:30 pm
2:30 – 3:30 pm

- Junior High Youth Group, Room 301
- Senior High Youth Group, DeSoto Hall

7:00 – 8:30 pm
7:00 – 8:30 pm

- Hybrid Prayer Meeting, Sanctuary & Conference Call via Zoom
7:00 pm
Instructions for joining the call will go out via email on Wednesday afternoons. This email will contain a
password required to join the call.
“It revives me sometimes in a dull and dark hour to reflect, that the Lord has in mercy given me a place
in the hearts of many of his people; and perhaps some of them may be speaking to him on my behalf,
when I have hardly power to utter a word for myself.” – John Newton
Thursday – May 6
- Men’s Prayer & Bible Reading, the 629 House
6:30 am
We are reading in the book of Acts. Please join us as we read and pray for each other and the world.
Sixth Sunday of Easter – May 9
Morning Worship
Sunday School
Evening Worship
Livestream

8:15 & 11:00 am
9:45 - 10:45 am
6:00 pm
11:00 am & 6:00 pm

ANNOUNCEMENTS
This Evening
Pastor Nicoletti will return to Micah 1:1-2:13, preaching on “Biblical Justice.”
Tacoma Rescue Mission Sign-Up
 you are interested in participating in FPC’s monthly dinner preparations for the Tacoma Rescue
If
Mission, we encourage you to make your interest known. A variety of opportunities exist for those
wanting to invest of their time, talents, and/or resources in this ministry. There will be a volunteer and
a sign-up sheet in narthex after the 8:15 and 11am services today. Thank you for your consideration.
Volunteers Needed for VBS!
It’s not too late to sign up to serve the church, our kids, and the community! There are still a great
many open positions for folks to take part in Vacation Bible school this summer, July 5-9, in the
mornings from 9-12. We are particularly in need of teachers and classroom help - Classroom leaders
and assistants for 5th/6th, 3rd/4th, and 1st/2nd, and memory work listeners for all classrooms. Have
no fear of this opportunity! You will not be spending three hours alone in front of 25 kids, leading
singing, or teaching the Bible lesson. As a teacher you will:
· get to know and disciple a table of 6-8 children
· oversee Bible lesson heart and life application worksheet completion
· teach & listen to memory work
· participate with their class in assemblies and Bible lessons
· take breaks in the staff break room when kids are at other activities!
We also need 3 more volunteers to be our “Storytellers” for a one day commitment. If you have experience
engaging with kids (teachers, coaches) that will be helpful! “Exciting Wisdom for the Race Bible lessons
challenge the children to follow Joshua’s heroic example of wholehearted obedience to God. Tracking the
Israelites’ dramatic odyssey to the Promised Land, engaging costumed storytellers, Biblical heroes, heroines,
vultures, and spies coach the Athletes with compelling “eyewitness” accounts, challenging them to full
allegiance to Jesus Christ and His Word.” Please respond soon to faithpresvbs@gmail.com.
Adult Sunday School Next Lord’s Day
If someone asked what the Old Testament was all about, how would you answer? How would
you summarize its contents? Would you describe it with the topics of its basic theology or as an
overarching story? How would you explain the importance and relevance of the Old Testament for
Christians today?
To answer these questions, we need to have a firm understanding of the significance, theology, and
covenantal structure the Old Testament. And if we do, we can live Christian lives relying on the whole
Bible as Christians scripture, not just the New Testament. Dr. Jeff David will begin teaching the
Adult Sunday School Class next week from the Thirdmill course Kingdom, Covenants and Canon
of the Old Testament.
Graduation 2021
Please Let the Church Office Know of Your Graduates
Faith Presbyterian Church would like to join in congratulating our congregants who are graduating
from high school or higher education this spring and also those who may have graduated early in
December 2020. If you have or know of a graduate we can congratulate, please email the church office
with their name and the school (or homeschool) from which they are graduating.

COVENANT HIGH SCHOOL'S ONLINE
SILENT AUCTION
May 5 at 8:00 am to May 15 at 8:00 pm
Bid on items or donate directly to the Scholarship Fund and Fund-aNeed opportunities

Visit the auction website and register at

www.one.bidpal.net/covenanthighschool
or text*

covenanthighschool
to

243725

View some auction items on display in the
Narthex and see Mrs. Logan Hope for assistance
in registering!
*Message and data rates may apply. Visit https://bidpal.force.com/OneCauseSupport/s/article/SMS-Terms-and-Conditions

Musicians
Our thanks to members of the FPC choir for their contribution to our worship today.
Online Giving
Text “faithtacoma” to 1-888-364-GIVE (4483) for a link to our online giving portal, or visit www.
faithtacoma.org/give.

Explanation of the Cover Symbol
The Shield of the Holy Trinity: Found frequently in stained glass windows of medieval churches, this
emblem expresses the Christian doctrine of the triunity of Almighty God. Positively, two affirmations
are made about each person of the Godhead. Reading from the center circle outward: God (Deus) is
(est) Father (P is for Pater), God is Son (F is for Filius), and God is Holy Spirit (SS is for Spiritus
Sanctus). Reading from the outer circles inward: The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy
Spirit is God. Negatively, two affirmations are likewise made about each person of the Godhead.
Reading clockwise and counter-clockwise from one outer circle to the other two: The Father is not
(non est) the Son or the Holy Spirit, the Son is not the Father or the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit
is not the Father or the Son.

