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Important Reminders for Our Service Today 
• Masks should be worn (including during congregational singing) by all except those with medical 

conditions that prevent wearing them, and small children.
• Please ensure that your mask covers your mouth and nose at all times. 

• Please observe a 6’ social distance before and after the service. 
• Please adhere to the limit of two households per pew. 
• Please do not seat yourself in one of the marked off pews. 
• Please dispose of all single-use items (cups, bulletins, wipes) after the service, leaving nothing in 

your pew.
• Restrooms are available on the main floor. 
• You should not attend services if you have a temperature over 100.4o, or if you have symptoms 

related to, or a diagnosis of, COVID-19, or if you know you have been exposed in the last 14 days 
to someone with symptoms related to, or a diagnosis of, COVID-19.

• We are grateful to the congregation for their cooperation and understanding.



Third Sunday in Lent
March 7, 2021

Upon entering the sanctuary please maintain silence for the sake of the congregation’s 
preparation for worship, and please make sure electronic devices are off or using silent mode.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements 

*Congregational Prayer
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us 
both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all 
adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

*Hymn 
“Praise the Savior, Now and Ever”   No. 243





*Psalm: Psalm 1

Minister: Blessed is the man 
    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
Congregation: nor stands in the way of sinners, 
    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and on his law he meditates day and night.
3 He is like a tree 
    planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
    and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 
4 The wicked are not so, 
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6 for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked will perish.

*Hymn
“There Is a Green Hill Far Away”  No. 256



Catechism: Lord’s Day 1 from the Heidelberg Catechism

Minister: What is your only comfort in life and in death?
Congregation: That I am not my own,
but belong—
body and soul,
in life and in death—
to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.
 
He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood,
and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil.
He also watches over me in such a way
that not a hair can fall from my head
without the will of my Father in heaven:
in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.
 



Because I belong to him,
Christ, by his Holy Spirit,
assures me of eternal life
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready
from now on to live for him.
 
Minister: What must you know to live and die in the joy of this comfort?
Congregation: Three things:
first, how great my sin and misery are;
second, how I am set free from all my sins and misery;
third, how I am to thank God for such deliverance.

Prayer

Scripture Lesson   2 Samuel 12:1-31 (ESV)
 1 And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There were 
two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many 
flocks and herds,  3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had 
bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to 
eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to 
him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his 
own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s 
lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.” 5 Then David’s anger was greatly 
kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who has done 
this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 
because he had no pity.”
 7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the  Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave you 
your master’s house and your master’s wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel 
and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more.  9 Why have 
you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed 
him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from 
your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to 
be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own 
house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he 
shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this 
thing before all Israel and before the sun.’” 13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against 
the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not 
die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child who 
is born to you shall die.” 15 Then Nathan went to his house.
 And the  Lord  afflicted the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and he became 
sick.  16 David therefore sought God on behalf of the child. And David  fasted and went 
in and lay all night on the ground. 17 And the elders of his house stood beside him, to raise 
him from the ground, but he would not, nor did he eat food with them. 18 On the seventh 



day the child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, 
for they said, “Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he did not listen 
to us. How then can we say to him the child is dead? He may do himself some harm.” 19 But 
when David saw that his servants were whispering together, David understood that the child 
was dead. And David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” They said, “He is dead.” 20 Then 
David arose from the earth and washed and anointed himself and changed his clothes. And 
he went into the house of the Lord and worshiped. He then went to his own house. And 
when he asked, they set food before him, and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, “What 
is this thing that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive; but 
when the child died, you arose and ate food.” 22 He said, “While the child was still alive, I 
fasted and wept, for I said, ‘Who knows whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the 
child may live?’ 23 But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall 
go to him, but he will not return to me.”
 24 Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her, and she 
bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. And the Lord loved him 25 and sent a message 
by Nathan the prophet. So he called his name Jedidiah, because of the Lord.
 26 Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the Ammonites and took the royal city. 27 And Joab 
sent messengers to David and said, “I have fought against Rabbah; moreover, I have taken 
the city of waters. 28 Now then gather the rest of the people together and encamp against 
the city and take it, lest I take the city and it be called by my name.” 29 So David gathered all 
the people together and went to Rabbah and fought against it and took it. 30 And he took 
the crown of their king from his head. The weight of it was a talent of gold, and in it was a 
precious stone, and it was placed on David’s head. And he brought out the spoil of the city, 
a very great amount. 31 And he brought out the people who were in it and set them to labor 
with saws and iron picks and iron axes and made them toil at the brick kilns. And thus he 
did to all the cities of the Ammonites. Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.

Sermon       “The Consequences of Sin”

*Hymn 
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” No. 500 
 





*Benediction

+Silent Prayer

Postlude

*Congregation standing
+The congregation is invited to kneel
CCLI License #751114





On the Cover: “The Anointing of Jesus at Bethany” by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld, 1794-1872. 
Illustration from Die Bibel in Bildern.


