Women’s Ministry of Faith Report

Women’s Ministry of Faith Annual Report for 2020
The Women’s Ministry of Faith (WMF) includes all women who attend
Faith Presbyterian Church. We follow Paul’s injunction in
1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encourage one another and build one
another up, just as you are doing.” Our mission statement is, “To
provide opportunities for women to grow spiritually, develop friendships,
encourage one another, and become equipped for ministry.” Our desire
is for the women at Faith to grow in the knowledge and love of the Lord
and to fellowship with one another.
2020 began as normal, with a Game Night in January, and a regular
meeting in February. Three members of the WMF team had the
privilege of attending the PCA Women’s Conference in Atlanta, GA in February. It was encouraging as
we met women from across North America who are leading women’s ministries in their churches.
When COVID-19 hit in March, it took a bit of time to figure out how to pursue our goals of growing in
the Lord and encouraging one another. Our evening women’s meetings and Spring Tea were canceled.
But a women’s Sunday School class continued through Zoom until we began worshipping in person
again, and the Tuesday morning Bible Study continued on Zoom through the spring.
This spring and summer, WMF published four newsletters, with the goal of encouraging our sisters,
many of whom had restricted opportunities to get to church or to meet with other women. These can
be found on the church website as well as the new Facebook Group page that we started to increase
opportunities for communication among our women. If you are not a member, go to Women’s Ministry
of Faith Pres Tacoma and request membership.
During the summer, when things opened up a bit and the weather was good, the WMF team delivered
flowers and cookies to some of our shut-ins and other women in the church. This was a great
encouragement to all those involved. There were other unofficial events that took place in backyards
and outdoor restaurants as the women sought to lift one another up when so many were otherwise
isolated. Friendship Circles continued either outdoors or through Zoom as did the Mother’s
Encouragement Group. It was such a blessing to be together, even virtually.
Baby and bridal showers were conducted through Zoom and it turned out to be a real advantage for
some, like Rosemary Lee and baby Annika, who didn’t have to leave their home near Vancouver, BC to
be showered with our love. Our Meals on Wheels ministry has been kept busy providing meals for those
who need them following illness, surgery, new babies, etc.
Over the summer there was a large turnover in the WMF team. Janie Irwin, Nancy Rowan, and Shari
Roland stepped down after years of ministering to the women at Faith. Beth James had stepped down
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earlier in the year. We have been very blessed by their gifts and hard work and the love they shared so
selflessly. There are now several new women who have stepped in to share their ideas and enthusiasm
with us all and already we have been blessed by their love for the women at Faith. Welcome Sarah
Gauthier, Khalia Bentson, Hilary Kvale, and Tina LeFebvre to the WMF Team!
WMF has been given use of the house the church owns that is across the alley. We are looking forward
to making use of it once it is fixed up and some of the restrictions are lifted.
In September we kicked off our WMF year with an in-person meeting that was also live streamed.
Though we didn’t share our usual dinner together, it was nice to meet in person as we looked forward to
the coming year and were encouraged by Pastor Nicoletti.
The Tuesday Morning Bible Study began again in September on Zoom with between 15-20 women
participating. One advantage of Zooming for Bible study is that we have enjoyed the participation of
women from Texas, Montana, and Sequim, WA. This fall we studied the book of Leviticus using the
study guide by Michael LeFebvre and commentary by Jay Sklar. In studying this book we have come to
realize that instead of being dry and boring, it is God’s love letter to His people. He wants a relationship
with us and He gives clear directions on how this can be accomplished. What an honor to be so chosen
by our Heavenly King! A new study will begin in February 2021.
In October several women began a Prayer Challenge originally designed to run through the election. But
it has proven to be a continual encouragement and so the plan is for it to continue in some form into the
new year. Whoever is interested in participating in the 7:00 am, 30 minute weekday Zoom prayer times,
contact Dawn Darby.
Instead of our usual retreat to Falls Creek Conference Center in Raymond, WA, we held a one-day event
in DeSoto Hall on October 24 where we enjoyed speakers, lunch, crafts and lots of fellowship. It was
impressive to see the creativity in making sure we enjoyed one another even though we were distanced
and masked.
The Mother’s Encouragement Group (MEG), led by Stacie Aown and Rachel Nicoletti, has continued its
encouragement, in one form or other, of moms throughout this year. In the fall, small groups began
reading through Catherine McNiel’s book Long Days of Small Things together. MEG has a prayer group
and a Bible reading group for any moms who are interested. There is also a Facebook Group to keep up
with activities and to share news and advice. Check out FPC MEG for an invitation to join.
November’s WMF meeting took place as a webinar with over 45 women attending. Four of our sisters
shared the grief and blessing of caring for their disabled husbands.
In December, our Christmas Brunch became a Christmas Event—no brunch and no carol singing. But
there was plenty of joy as we listened to special music, heard from Jocelyn MacGregor, and made
wreaths to deliver to our Sunshine men and women. Those were great fun to deliver to our shut-ins,
many of whom have not been able to worship with us since March.
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Because we experienced so much disruption in our plans in 2020, it has been difficult to plan for 2021.
But the WMF Team is determined to continue to reach out virtually and in-person through Zoom and
webinar meetings and live activities when possible. Scheduled events are listed in the WMF Handbook
and will be listed in the bulletin, TNT, and Facebook Groups.
We are thankful for technology that has enabled us to keep up with Bible study and reading, prayer, and
other encouragement. We are thankful for women who think “outside the box” to make things happen
that otherwise would be easy to give up on. We are thankful for each other as we have walked through
this difficult year together in joy. And we are thankful for our Lord who gives us comfort and purpose in
life. We encourage all women to get involved with Women’s Ministry of Faith. We hope to grow in
grace and the knowledge of the Lord together in 2021. (2 Peter 3:18)
Respectfully Submitted,
Women’s Ministry Administrative Team
Dawn Darby, Director
Sarah Gauthier

Khalia Bentson
Hilary Kvale
Tina LeFebvre
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