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It goes without saying that this has been a very different year for music at Faith Presbyterian Church.  At 
the beginning of the year, we were proceeding as “normal” with the choir singing weekly under the 
direction of Florence Rayburn, with Elsie Dye accompanying hymns on the organ and Melissa McMillan 
playing the piano for some hymns and choir anthems. 

As the world faced the global pandemic in March, this all changed.  When the worship services moved to 
a virtual format, Elsie and Melissa accompanied the congregational hymns while in a mostly empty 
sanctuary.  Immediate family members acted as the “congregational singers” for the live stream, and 
sometimes one other family would also come and sing on the other side of the balcony. State 
restrictions had banned choir for the time being.   

In the middle of June, we were able to move to outdoor services for the morning worship services and 
were able to enjoy individuals and family groups singing solos or in family ensembles.  One of the 
musical highlights during our time in the tent was when the choir (after rehearsing on Zoom) stood 
where we were sitting with our families after the service and faced Florence in the middle of the tent.  
The anthem was “Holy Lord God” based off of the tune “Bist du bei mir” by J. S. Bach.  It was a 
wonderful reminder of God’s gift to us in the beauty of choral music.   

In October, when all of the services were moved back inside the building, we were able to enjoy once 
again singing with the organ as well as the piano.  Since then, we have continued to be blessed with 
solos and small ensembles, including at the Christmas Eve service, where both vocal ensembles and 
various instruments (cello, flute, drums) were a blessing to listen to.  We are so thankful for many 
musicians who have blessed our church family by using their gifts during this time.   We look forward to 
a time, Lord-willing in the near future, where we can proceed with our choir rehearsals and enjoy 
listening to the choir during our worship services once again.   

We thank the Lord that He has blessed us richly as a congregation and allowed us to continue to lift our 
voices together to praise His name.  We thank Him for the “foretaste of heaven” we receive each week 
as we sing together and await with anticipation the day where we will sing around His throne for 
eternity. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melissa McMillan 
Music Director 
 

 
  


