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WHAT DOES BIBLICAL
GEOGRAPHY HAVE TO DO
WITH THE GOSPEL?
Written by Dawn Darby

The Bible is not a geography book, but it is a
book filled with geography. There are a number
of reasons for this, one being that when God
inspired human authors to write His words
down, they acted like all people do and included
places and life-details that meant something to
their contemporary readers.
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But that is not the only reason for geography. God’s promises to Abram
were intimately connected to a physical location. Abram was given three
promises by the Lord. 1) His family would become a great nation. 2) This
nation would be given land of their own. 3) The blessing lost in the
Garden of Eden would be restored through one of his descendants who
lived in this land. * (See Genesis 12.)
The Lord linked his plan of salvation to the land.
Owning a piece of land was vitally important to God’s people. Christians
look to the cross and the empty tomb as signs of their salvation. But Old
Testament believers looked to their family/nation and land to know
their salvation was secure. In Deuteronomy 34, God showed Moses the
land as His symbol of salvation to Moses on the day he died. We see in
Leviticus that the land couldn’t be sold away from a family, only
temporarily rented. Owing a piece of the Promised Land was how the
Israelites connected themselves to God’s plan to save the world. This is
why the exile was such a monumental tragedy.
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In addition, geography influences our
perceptions and responses. There is something
unique about the land of Canaan. The Promised
Land has characteristics that nearby countries
do not have. Dr. John (“Jack”) A. Beck, faculty
member at Jerusalem University College and
expert in Biblical geography, says that the
Promised Land fosters faith. We all know that it
is in more difficult seasons of our lives that our
faith grows the most. The Promised Land
provides regular experiences for this kind of
growth. It was fed by seasonal rains, not by a
river that could be counted on year after year,
like the Nile in Egypt. Rain-based hydration is a
more fragile system than river-based hydration.
This caused God’s people to have to throw
themselves on His mercy in ways they might not
have noticed in another location.

"We all know that it is in more
difficult seasons of our lives that
our faith grows the most."
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But what does Biblical geography have to do with the spread of the gospel so
that now you and I are believers in the promises God made to Abram? The
geographical question about the spread of the gospel is, could this have
happened anywhere else in the world?
The reason geography is so significant is that the story of God’s people took
place in a location where the whole world could and would hear about it. The
Promised Land is an information distribution hub—a hub of international
exchange. Look at a map. Israel is a land-bridge connecting Africa, Asia,
Europe, and beyond.
The Promised Land is a podium for the gospel. Because of geography, the
promise that God made to one insignificant man named Abram, flourished,
was fulfilled, and spread throughout the world—even to you and to me.

*Jack Beck, The Lands of the BibleJack Beck, Understand Your Bible
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PRAYER OF AN UNKNOWN SOLDIER
Author Unknown

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve;
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked for health, that I might do greater things;
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things.
I asked for riches, that I might be happy;
I was given poverty, that I might be wise.
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men;
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life;
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing I asked for but everything I had hoped for.
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am, among men, most richly blessed.
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LOVING OUR BROTHERS AND
SISTERS AROUND THE WORLD
Written by Dawn Darby

We’ve all heard of Qatar, though, how do you pronounce it
again? And wasn’t there a war there awhile ago?
Qatar is a country of almost 2,800,000 people, at least 2.3
million of whom are foreign workers from countries such as
India, Lebanon, and the Philippines, as well as African
countries. Islam is the official religion of Qatar and Sharia law
is the main source of legislation. The UN has classified Qatar as
a country of very high human development and it has the third
GDP per capita in the world.
The foreigners come as low-skilled workers or domestic
servants, but some end up in involuntary servitude, facing
human rights violations such as beatings, restriction of
movement (out of the country), withholding of payment, sexual
assault, as well as debt to recruiters in their home countries.
The Christian population in Qatar is almost entirely composed
of foreign workers. (About 10% of the foreign workers are
Christian.) Since 2008, Christians have been allowed to build
churches on specified property called “Church City”, but Qatari
citizens are not allowed there.
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LOVING OUR BROTHERS
AND SISTERS AROUND
THE WORLD
Continued

The few Qatari believers living in the country
must worship in absolute secrecy. Converting
to Christianity means losing everything.
Sharing the gospel with Muslims is illegal.
Qatar is 27th on the World Watch List, up from
38 in 2019, for countries where it is most
dangerous to follow Jesus.
Pray for Qatari believers to worship in safety
and for their access to God’s Word. Pray for
courage for Christian foreign workers to share
their faith with their Qatari employers. And
pray for safety for them, in a country where
foreigners are often mistreated.

"The few Qatari believers living in the country
must worship in absolute secrecy. Converting to
Christianity means losing everything."
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HATS OFF
Written by Dawn Darby

In this issue of Cup of Faith, we must say thanks and farewell (only in terms
of Women’s Ministry of Faith) to long-time council members Janie Irwin
and Nancy Rowan.
Janie Irwin has been involved with women’s ministry at Faith for about 15
years. She has been a faithful secretary and friend, taking down every word
said in our meetings and reminding us of what we’re supposed to be doing
next. Janie has kept us on track and kept our eyes focused on the Lord. She
is an amazing example of perseverance and cheerfulness. Janie will be
missed.
Nancy Rowan will also be missed. Nancy is a fount of information on a wide
variety of subjects. When you’re with Nancy, you know you’ll learn
something. Nancy took on the “At-Large” position on our ministry team for
several years, and her contributions have indeed been significant. She has
called us up to beauty and elegance when we wanted to settle for the
functional and she has helped us make the most of opportunities we have
had to serve all of you.
When you see Janie and Nancy next, please thank them. You ladies have
been blessed directly and indirectly by the Lord through them.
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NEW FACES
Written by Khalia Bentson

For those who don’t know me, I’m Khalia Bentson and I am very excited to
be apart of the WMF team! I am wife of 12 years to Luke as well as mother
to Caleb (age 8) and Noah (age 4). When I’m not yelling back and forth
between my guys, I enjoy RELAXING! I’ve also discovered a love of
houseplants in recent years and I’ve built up quite a collection! I’m not sure
I’ve reached “Crazy Plant Lady” status yet but there’s still time!
I have lots of ambitions for the direction of the WMF going forward. My
hope is that we can broaden the reach of WMF to many more women in the
church. Many of us have ideas for change, talents unused, needs unmet, or
simply have a hard time remembering that the “W” stands for ALL the
women in the church and not just a small select group. I hope to be a vital
part of creating more of a sisterhood within our church!
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NEW FACES
Written by Sarah Gauthier

Hey y'all! My name is Sarah Gauthier, and I am so pleased to be apart of the
WMF team! I am married to Timothy, and we have a greyhound, Stella. I
was born in raised in Columbus, Georgia, and began calling Washington
state my home in 2018. I enjoy reading, crafting, working out, rock
climbing, hiking, and drinking bubble tea. I will be graduating with a B.S. in
psychology this fall from Liberty University.
My desire for the women's ministry at Faith PCA is to facilitate a soft and
welcoming space for every woman who steps across the threshold of our
church. I hope that the women's ministry in Faith is known to be a Gospeloriented place of refuge for women from all backgrounds, all walks of life,
and all experiences.

