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Hymn #708       O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go     by George Matheson, 1882 

Possible pattern in each of the verses: 

TRUTH – related to God’s unchanging nature and purpose 
OUR RESPONSE or EXPERIENCE 
GOD’S BLESSING – His fruit in our lives as we live together in community 

 

TRUTH    O Love that wilt not let me go, 

OUR RESPONSE  I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 

GOD’S BLESSING  That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 

 

TRUTH    O light that followest all my way, 

OUR RESPONSE  I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 

GOD’S BLESSING  That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 

 

TRUTH    O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

OUR RESPONSE  I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

GOD’S BLESSING  And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be. 

 

TRUTH    O Cross that liftest up my head, 

OUR RESPONSE  I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 

GOD’S BLESSING  And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 
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Sorrow and Love 

 

Francis Schaeffer encouraged believers to speak always about REALITY and TRUTH 

 

 

 

 

Lamentations 3:22-24   
22  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
    his mercies never come to an end; 
23  they are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 
24  “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 
    “therefore I will hope in him.” 

 
 
Job 13:15(a)   
Though he slay me, I will hope in him;  

 

Solomon’s prayer in dedicating the Temple 

Solomon asks, “Will God indeed dwell with man on the earth?” II Chron 6:18  

“whatever prayer, whatever plea is made by any man or by all your people Israel, each 
knowing his own affliction and his own sorrow and stretching out his hands toward this 
house, then hear from heaven…”  II Chron 6:29 

 

Sorrow and suffering not incompatible with true belief in God. 

 “My life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing”  Ps 31:10 

 “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.” Romans 9:2 
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Psalm 88  -- begins in lament, and stays to the end in lament.  
“O Lord, God of my salvation”  
“I cry out day and night before you. 
Let my prayer come before you; 
incline your ear to my cry! 
For my soul is full of troubles, … 
my eye grows dim through sorrow… “ 

 
“Since Psalm 88 is in the canonical Psalms, the faith of this psalm cannot be separated 
from the faith expressed in the rest of the book, and it helps its singers to see that FAITH 
CAN BE REAL, even when it cannot arrive at strong hope after prayer.”    
-- C. John Collins, ESV Study Bible notes for the book of Psalms 

 
Even a man who had NO SIN, was known as “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief” Isaiah 53:3, who “has borne our grief and carried our sorrows;” Isaiah 53:4   

IN GOD, WE SEE THE INTERTWINING OF SORROW AND LOVE 

Jesus experienced deep sorrow    

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 
to it!  How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you would not!” Matt 23:37   

And when he drew near [to Jerusalem] and saw the city, he wept over it.  Luke 19:41   
 

 
Response of love  

The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love  Num 14:18  

Taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and 
troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, 
and watch with me.”  Matt 26:37-38 
 
And he withdrew… and knelt down and prayed…  And there appeared to him an angel 
from heaven, strengthening him.  And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly …   
Luke 22:41-44 
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Romans 5 
God loved us while we were still causing him great sorrow. 

 

LIVING IN COMMUNITY IN LOVE 

We are a body of redeemed sinners. 
 
 

Qualification about abusive relationships 

 

In all of our relationships, our interactions need to spring from love.  And our love needs 
to be wise.  Boundaries are often appropriate.   

No right to a trouble-free, happy life.  Our aim is to love God and love one another. 

 

Conversation with Dr Packer 

 

 
 

 

 “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness,”  Exodus 34:6 
 
 
William Cowper hymn, God Moves in a Mysterious Way [Hymn 128]. 
Isaiah 42:16.   

And I will lead the blind in a way they do not know, 
In paths that they have not known I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 
-- Isaiah 42: 16 

 



Faith Presbyterian Spring Tea Sorrow and Love April 28, 2018 

Diane Collins  5 
 

Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien -- a mythical world steeped in Biblical truth 

 

 

‘Good night, my friends!’ said Galadriel. ‘Sleep in peace!  Do not trouble your hearts 
overmuch with thought of the road tonight.  Maybe the paths that you each shall tread 
are already laid before your feet, though you do not see them.  Good night!’ 

 

 

 
Gandalf turned.  ‘the quest of your companions is over. …’ 
‘Then are we not to see the merry young hobbits again?’ said Legolas. 
‘I did not say so,’ said Gandalf.  ‘Who knows?  Have patience.  Go where you must go, 
and hope!’ 

 

 

 

At wedding: Beethoven’s Ode to Joy.   
 

 

 

 
Sorrow and love flowed mingled down. 

 

 

 

Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version Bible, copyright by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
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Ode to Joy 

      Ludwig van Beethoven,    lyrics by Henry van Dyke 

 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 
Op’ning to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Singing bird and flowing fountain 
Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Wellspring of the joy of living, 
Ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, 
All who live in love are Thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, 
Lift us to the joy divine. 


