
1 

 

Mother’s Encouragement Group 

March 24, 2016 

 

 Today is Maundy Thursday; it is one of the days of remembering events in our Lord’s 

Passion Week, marking His progress towards the cross, towards the blood sacrifice He made of 

His own body in order to procure our salvation and our eventual freedom from sin. We spoke last 

time of the fact that this world—the world we live in—has been given to Satan to rule for a time, 

making life for us, for the Lord’s people who wish to live godly and to raise godly children, not 

only difficult but a constant battle. We cannot see our adversary, the Devil, but we can see the 

effects of his work everywhere around us: in world events, in national politics, in people we 

know, in relationships we care about, in the lives of our children and in the thoughts of our own 

hearts. It feels like he is winning! But the fact—the incontrovertible fact of history—is that our 

Savior has already won! HE IS OUR HERO! His work is finished; all the rest, for Him, is 

“mopping up!” This is what we cling to—that Jesus lived and died on our behalf and then rose 

from the dead, living again, and because He did we will too! This is truth, this is history we 

cannot think about too much; it must become part of the air we breathe, part of the blood that 

courses through our veins, part of the DNA of who we are and THIS is what we must pass on to 

our children. We are saved sinners, living in a foreign country, struggling against its ruler, 

waiting until our Hero/God takes us out of it.  

And so we talk about loving our children into Heaven. We are trying to discern how our 

parenting style can imitate the Lord’s parenting of us in the best possible way. He is the Creator, 

the source of all good, of all love, of all nourishment, of all beauty, of all holiness, wisdom and 

understanding for us just as we are all of those things for our children. We find Him revealed to 

us in His book where we read and learn who He is, how He thinks and what His character is like. 

We know that our God is high above us and we know that our life is a life of faith, not of sight, 

but we also know that there is much that God has told us about Himself—this is His gift to us, 

that we actually can know things about who He is and what He has done. One of my favorite 

verses has always been Deuteronomy 29:29 “The secret things belong to the LORD our God 

but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all 

the words of this law.” (The NIV says “that we may follow all the words of this law” which I 

love—it seems a better picture of what we are about as children of our Father.) So the things 

revealed are His gift to us and because we can know things about Him we know things about 

ourselves and about our children because He made us to be like Him. This means that whatever 

circumstances we are living through, whether they be easy, hard, confusing, painful, worrisome, 

difficult or even monotonous we can know what our responses to those circumstances and to 

each other in those circumstances ought to be because, sure as shootin’, we can find those 

responses in God’s Word demonstrated both positively and negatively. We can know what God 

thinks about right and wrong and we can trust Him to define for us those responses that are the 

most godly, the most helpful and wise and so the most happy. What we are left with is believing 

what He has said and trusting His superior wisdom.  

So, in training our children, we have mentioned: 1) that the Lord made women—and 

suited them—for the job of mothering children 2) that children are born foolish and stupid, that 

is, they are born with Adam’s fallen nature and are prone to sin; that, because they are our 

children, they are Christ’s children; and because they belong to Christ He cares about how we 

raise them 3) that we must love our children so that they know that we are absolutely and 
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unquestionably on their side all the time. 4) Obedience is the first and most important rule for our 

children. 

 

Today I want to begin by reading a part of Psalm 89: 1 - 17:  

 

“I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; with my mouth I will make 

known your faithfulness to all generations.  

“For I said, ‘Steadfast love will be built up forever; in the heavens you will establish 

your faithfulness.’  

“You have said, ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David 

my servant:  

“‘I will establish your offspring forever, and build your throne for all generations.’ 

(NOTE: this is the same David that we talked about being such a bad father last time!)  

“Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness in the assembly 

of the holy ones! (They went to church!) 

“For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? Who among the heavenly 

beings is like the LORD,  

“a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all 

who are around him?  

“O LORD God of hosts, who is mighty as you are, O LORD, with your faithfulness 

all around you?  

“You rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise, you still them.  

“You crushed Rahab like a carcass; (NOTE: this is not our beloved Rahab who let 

down the spies; Rob thinks this is possibly the name of some big animal) you scattered your 

enemies with your mighty arm.  

“The heavens are yours; the earth also is yours; the world and all that is in it, you 

have founded them.  

“The north and the south, you have created them; Tabor and Hermon joyously 

praise your name.  

“You have a mighty arm; strong is your hand, high your right hand.  

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and 

faithfulness go before you.  

“Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, in the light of 

your face,  

“who exult in your name all the day and in your righteousness are exalted.  

“For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted.” 
 

What this psalm is describing is the transcendence—the greatness, the bigness, the 

inexpressible vastness—of God: the God who made everything, is afraid of nothing, who knows 

all, sees all and judges all. In comparison we are small, puny—even often disgusting—creatures 

who make messes of our lives all the time. We can call this high God, this holy God, our God 

only because He has condescended to show Himself to us, giving us mercy in the face of our 

terrible sin. This is a God to be afraid of! What if He decided not to show mercy? He has only 

Himself to consult in this matter; He can do anything He wants! 
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This brings us to the fifth principle that I want to talk with you about: If your child 

does not fear you he will not fear God and, if you do not fear God he certainly won’t. 

Proverbs 1:7: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom 

and instruction.” 
 

There needs to be an element of real fear—of being afraid—of the Lord and of the 

consequences He deals out for our sin, else why would we ever stop sinning? We long for 

Heaven but we fear Hell. God’s ways are holy, ours are not; how can He stand us? Remember 

when David wanted to bring the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem from Kiriath-Jearim; 

they did not carry it the way the Lord had commanded on the shoulders of the Levites. Instead it 

was on a cart and when it was about to tip over Uzzah put out his hand to keep it from falling. 

The Lord killed him immediately for touching the Ark. It was a holy thing, representing, as it 

did, the Lord’s own presence and they did not bother to find out how the Lord wanted it to be 

treated. I Chronicles 13:12: “David was afraid of God that day” as he should have been! 

We need to see and to understand that any judgement God sends—whether we read of it 

in His word, see it in the world or feel it in our own lives—is just and only exactly what we 

deserve. When times are hard we so often complain, cry, whine, “Why is this happening to me?” 

when in actuality it is the good times we should be asking about! It’s the bad stuff we deserve 

not the good. (I am speaking theologically now; we know with absolute certainty that we have 

not earned and cannot earn anything good from our God—that old Adam’s nature again that 

loves to sin.) But God brings punishment—we like to call it chastisement—into our lives to stop 

us in the way we were going and to turn us back to a better way. So with our children: we bring 

pain and punishment into their lives because they have been naughty and have wickedness in 

their hearts all the time. We punish them in order to drive that wickedness out of them. The Lord 

does the same for us and in the end it is His mercy that sends the hard things. God sends them 

because He wants those hard things to drive us back to a closer walk with Him, even as we want 

our children to cling to us with new obedience. 

It makes our salvation all the more wonderful, doesn’t it? God really didn’t have to go to 

such trouble—you’ve heard me say this many times: He could have wiped us all out and 

forgotten the whole human project but He didn’t. He LOVES us! Why? Only God Himself 

knows. Why do we all love our children? Don’t really know the answer to that one either except 

to say that God Himself planted that love there in our hearts...perhaps to give us a picture of His 

own heart. So God holds out the carrot (Heaven) to us while showing us the real and terrible 

consequence of unbelief and disobedience (Hell). So the discipline of our children should be the 

same: they need to know they are loved and at the same time fear the consequences of  

disobedience. 

 

A big part of communicating the concept of the fear of the Lord is the reverence shown 

when the family comes to church for worship. Ezekiel 20 tells us that the Lord gave Israel His 

law so that they would know how to be saved, how to be happy and how to please God. Verse 12 

then says, “Moreover, I gave them my Sabbaths, as a sign between me and them, that they 

might know that I am the LORD who sanctifies them.” These Sabbaths become the weekly 

time when we go over again the ground of our faith: our desperate need in the face of a perfectly 

holy God; the confession of our sin and our repentance from it; His absolution of that sin and His 
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invitation to be His children; the renewal of our resolution to live for Him; and His feeding us 

with the nourishment of His own body to strengthen us for the coming week. 

When I was a child I knew that the church was “God’s House.” How did I know? My 

mother told me! (When children are little you may tell them anything and they will believe it—

that is one of the wonderful things about childhood—it is trusting. Just be sure that everything 

you tell them is TRUE!) There was no running allowed inside God’s house and certainly no 

shouting or loud behavior of any kind—even when there was no worship service going on—and 

when we were in worship, God Himself was there and we better darn well behave like it! As a 

young child I distinctly remember my dad’s big hand over my face during the Pastoral Prayer 

and feeling my lashes against his fingers: there was absolutely no moving or noise allowed 

during those long moments of prayer. But afterwards, he would slip me a little pink peppermint! 

This was so impressed on my mind that, as a teenager, when my cousin and I had a private joke 

between us during evening worship and had trouble controlling our laughter I left with a very 

guilty conscience, knowing that I had been truly wicked that night, not giving the Lord my full 

attention! 

 There is very little communicated in many, many worship services today of the 

transcendence of the Lord; we have tried very hard, here at Faith, to retain the understanding that 

when we come to church, that is, when we come to worship, we are coming actually to meet our 

God, to kneel and stand in His very presence, to talk, sing and pray to Him, confessing our 

adoration of His holiness, the ugliness of our sin, the gladness for His love and forgiveness and 

then to listen to what He has to tell us and to be nourished with His body and blood. These are 

things that if a child grows up with them, paying attention to them as a two-year-old, a three-

year-old and on up into being a teenager and then an adult, will become part of his DNA. His 

understanding will grow and deepen as his ability grows. But he does need to pay attention! He 

needs to see that his parents are deeply involved and think it is all very important.  

 

No child should be allowed to disrupt any worship service any time: get up and leave 

before the problem erupts. I learned this from Pauline Saxman many years ago. When the 

Saxmans first worshiped with us they had four or five kids and she was pregnant with twins! 

Those children always sat quietly in the pew upstairs but every now and then Pauline would get 

up and leave with one of them—usually the youngest. They left quietly and came back quietly 

and I never heard any commotion at all. I was amazed. I was trying at that time to learn what to 

do with my children when I had to deal with them without their father. So I asked her what she 

did when she left. I will always remember her telling me that she would take them to the ladies 

room and spank them and if she had forgotten to bring the paddle stick she would take off her 

shoe and use that. When I marveled that the child didn’t seem to be behaving badly she said, 

“Well, you can’t disrupt the service, can you? I can always see the problem coming and try to get 

up and leave before there’s any noise!” 

Rob’s office in those days became known as the “inner spanktum!” I was not as skilled as 

Pauline and often I had to leave with my hand over the mouth of the offending child! Eunice De 

Soto was the one who first spoke to me about keeping my little children in church and taught me 

that teaching them to sit still and gradually participate was beneficial for them in lots of ways, 

the least of which is controlling an otherwise wiggly body, the greatest of which is realizing that 

worship is for them too. Their own relationship with the Lord and with the people of God will 

grow out of this great, hard work that we as parents do, Sunday by Sunday. Joshua 8:34 & 35: 



5 

 

“And afterwards [Joshua] read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, 

according to all that is written in the Book of the Law. There was not a word of all that 

Moses commanded that Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the 

women, and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them.” 
Another time I came across Katie Pates sitting on the steps in the stairwell with her little 

daughter who was not allowed back into the sanctuary. (Some of you may not know that the 

Pates had eleven children then and all of them sat quietly in church.) She has a “three strikes 

you’re out!” policy that makes sitting with the family—inside—a desirable thing. Her daughter 

still had to be quiet and sit still on the steps but got none of the benefits of being able to see and 

hear what was going on. Again, I had heard no noise or trouble…sigh! (Why is it that the 

mothers with large families often have the quietest, most controlled children?!) 

May I add a little aside here that going to the potty before worship begins will give you 

the power to say, “No, you may not go now; you can hold it,” when that older child wants to get 

up and leave the service and be gone for any number of minutes, missing important steps in its 

progress. 

 

Laurie O’Ban told me that she would tell her boys to look at the minister, watching 

everything, especially during the Lord’s Supper. This communicates to them that this worship, 

this conversation with the Lord, is for them too! That, of course, precludes the reading of books 

or other distractions that keep them quiet but do not encourage their own participation. It took 

me awhile to realize that I did not need to bring crayons, toys, coloring books etc. that would 

only make noise when (not if!) they fell on the floor. Eunice taught me just how long one can 

keep a toddler occupied with one small tupperware container of Cheerios! The others were fine 

with one pencil and the back of the bulletin. When Dawn began to help me I was free to work 

with whoever was the one-year-old and the older children were encouraged to write or draw 

something they heard from the sermon. I used the nursery until the baby was a year old and 

found it a great blessing not to be pacing the hallways when I had other children inside who 

needed teaching. 

 

Leading by example is huge in the life of a child. I’ve seen and heard parents talk out 

loud to their children, telling them to be quiet! Duh! But if your attention is on your own 

conversation with the Lord, you will be communicating to the children that they are not the most 

important thing just then. In fact, there is nothing more important than that you are all there to 

worship the Lord and that our high and holy God has come to meet us, accepting our praises, 

forgiving our sins, hearing our requests, giving us ways to become more holy and feeding us 

with nourishment for the coming week. The children will see quickly that this is something you 

need and they will catch that it is important for them as well but they won’t get this if you are 

constantly talking to them and attending to them; they must be quiet because now Mama and 

Daddy are attending to the Lord. 

 

We cannot say too often that worship is for everyone! Children’s Church? I don’t think 

so! They don’t need it and neither do you—we have Sunday School for Bible knowledge lessons. 

Children need to learn to worship right alongside their parents. II Chronicles 30 & 31: In these 

chapters we read about when Hezekiah brought all Israel and Judah back to the worship of 

Yahweh, tearing down all the idols that had been used in years gone by and instructing them in 
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the proper celebration of Passover, appointing the priests and collecting offerings from the 

people to give to the Lord and the Lord’s house. Everyone was included in this worship and it 

was a joyous occasion—that “festal shout” we read about in Psalm 89. II Chronicles 31:17 & 

18: “The enrollment of the priests was according to their fathers’ houses; that of the 

Levites from twenty years old and upward was according to their offices, by their divisions. 

They were enrolled with all their little children, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, 

for the whole assembly, for they were faithful in keeping themselves holy.” vs. 20: “Thus 

Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he did what was good and right and faithful before 

the Lord his God.” 
 

Our children will be, even as we are, how they worship. We are as we worship in the 

kingdom of God, whether strong or weak. We teach them, little by little, bit by bit, more and 

more of the duties, obligations and joys of worship; and when they are grown they’ll have it! 

“Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, in the light of your 

face, who exult in your name all the day and in your righteousness are exalted. For you are 

the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted.” 
 

HYMN 
 

When I was a child we sang this little hymn in our Sunday School opening exercises; in 

my mind it is forever connected with this picture which shows children walking into church. 

 

God Is In His Holy Temple 

tune arranged from Chopin by H.M.B. 

#49 in Let Youth Praise Him 
 

God is in His Holy Temple, 

On this holy Sabbath day, 

Let us praise Him, let us thank Him, 

As we worship, sing and pray. 

 

God is in His Holy Temple,  

Knowing all we do and say, 

May our service and our offerings 

Honor Him this Sabbath day. 

 


