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Mother’s Encouragement Group 

March 10, 2016 

 

 I have been reading and thinking about our Lord Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness at 

the beginning of His ministry on earth, right after His baptism. This is the Lenten season, the 

length of which relates to the length of that temptation—forty days. For us it is all the days from 

Ash Wednesday until Easter minus the Sabbath days. The various fasts that we engage in during 

this season are meant to help us not only to make our hearts resonate with Jesus’ Passion, His 

suffering and death on our behalf, but also to try to relate to his fast in the wilderness, which, for 

Him, was complete—He ate nothing during those forty days. He was hungry, Luke says, and He 

undoubtedly must have been weak by the end of that time. It was in this state that Satan came to 

tempt Him. 

 

 Think for a minute about how Satan tempted the Lord: first, he reminded Jesus that he 

was hungry. He said to Him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become 

bread.” Luke 4:3 The Devil wanted Jesus to prove who He was. Aren’t we tempted to want 

proof too? Living by faith is hard; the Christian life would be so much easier if we could see 

God, or even if we could just know what is in God’s mind—just how are things going to turn out 

for our good? When we’re in the middle of hard things we can’t see that this is so. Jesus, in His 

humanity, very likely didn’t know where His next meal would come from or when His fast 

would end, but He told Satan that the Word of God is more important than food. 

 

 Then Satan asked for another proof; if God really loves you, throw yourself down from 

this high place! God has said He will take care of you: “for it is written, ‘He will command his 

angels concerning you, to guard you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you 

strike your foot against a stone.’” Luke 3:10-11 We also want proof that God loves us, don’t 

we? Something tangible, a sign, something we can say to others like “God told me…” “God 

healed me…” We want to see a real miracle. We want God to prove that He is working in this 

world and in our lives—the huge popularity of faith-healers demonstrates how very true this is. 

Jesus, in His humanity, I’m thinking wanted vindication in front of this evil challenger. If I had 

been there I would have wanted to shout, “GOD DOES LOVE ME, YOU PIP-SQUEAK!!!” But 

Jesus replied to Satan that the Word says we ought not to put God to the test. 

 

Then Satan showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, “in a moment of time” and  

offered to give him authority over them and the glory that comes from them if Jesus would fall 

down and worship him. We spoke of Satan’s jealousy last time and here it is boldly and openly 

expressed; he wants to be worshiped instead of God. I have often wondered how the Devil had 

the audacity to make this offer! Doesn’t this world and everything in it belong to God? But Luke 

reports that Satan said, “for it (that is the authority over the kingdoms of this earth) has been 

delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will.” Luke 3:6 I would offer this to you as one, big 

reason why our struggle to be Christians and to live godly in the world is so difficult—this world 

does belong to him! at least for a time. Seems unbelievable, doesn’t it, that God would allow 

such a thing in His own creation! Was Jesus, in His humanity, tempted to take back His Father’s 

creation in that moment, bypassing and harder road that lay before Him? But He replied, “Get 

away, Satan; the Word says that only Jehovah is to be worshiped!”  
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Jesus, the man, resisted Satan’s temptations perfectly and completely, not only doing it 

on our behalf but giving us a model for how we should face the temptations that come to us: be 

in the Word of God! Know the Word of God as much as you possibly can—learn it from cover to 

cover. It is the only way to counter our lack of faith, our desire for proof, our questioning of 

God’s ways and the desire to put ourselves first instead of Him, which, if we are entirely honest, 

we must admit is self-worship and not obedience. 

 

We are talking about loving our children into Heaven and trying to discern how our 

parenting style can best imitate the Lord’s own parenting of us. He is the Creator, the source of 

all good, of all love, of all nourishment, of all beauty, of all holiness, wisdom and understanding 

and it is in His book where we read of Him and learn who He is, how He thinks and what His 

character is like. We know that our God is high above us and we have just said that our life is a 

life of faith, not of sight, but we also know that there is much that God has told us about 

Himself—this is His gift to us, that we actually can know things about who He is and what He 

has done. One of my favorite verses has always been Deuteronomy 29:29 “The secret things 

belong to the LORD our God but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our 

children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” As I said, the things revealed are 

His gift to us and because we can know things about Him we know things about ourselves and 

about our children because He made us to be like Him. This means that whatever circumstances 

we are living through, whether they are easy, hard, confusing, painful, worrisome, just plain 

difficult or even monotonous we can know what our responses to those circumstances and to 

each other in those circumstances ought to be because, sure as shootin’, we can find those 

responses in God’s Word demonstrated both positively and negatively. We can know what God 

thinks about right and wrong and we can trust Him to define for us those responses that are the 

most godly, the most helpful and wise and so the most happy. What we are left with is believing 

what He has said and trusting His superior wisdom, that is, living by faith.  

 

So, in training our children, we have mentioned: 1) that the Lord made women—and 

suited them—for the job of mothering children 2) that children are born foolish and stupid, that 

is, they are born with Adam’s fallen nature and are prone to sin; that, because they are our 

children, they are Christ’s children; and because they belong to Him He cares about how we 

raise them 3) that we must love our children so that they know that we are absolutely and 

unquestionably on their side all the time.  

 

Today, a fourth principle: Obedience 

 

For our children obedience is the first and most important rule of the day. You 

stand between God and your child. If your child does not learn to obey you he will not 

learn to obey God. “Obey right away; all the way; with a cheerful heart!” That’s not from 

the Bible! But this is: Ephesians 6:1: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 

right.” As soon as your child can talk he should be learning this Scripture text and others like it 

by heart so that he knows that the Lord is standing behind you and in the end it is God who must 

be obeyed. 
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So what is it we are trying to achieve in our children when we insist upon being obeyed? 

What is it God wants to develop in us when He insists upon our obeying Him? What was it that 

Jesus demonstrated to us when He resisted the Devil’s temptations? I would submit to you that it 

is, first and foremost, humility, and what is humility but putting someone else’s desires before 

our own? Jesus put His Father’s desires before His own hunger, before His own authority and 

wish to be vindicated and before His own comfort. Humility is the beginning of everything good 

in one’s character; it is how we change, how we learn, how we grow. It gives us a teachable heart 

and the ability to love others. Without humility we see no reason to change or learn or grow; we 

think we are just fine the way we are and cannot believe it when others don’t think so too! This is 

what we are trying to instill in our children, that is, the ability to change, to learn and to grow 

closer and closer to the godly character the Lord upholds for us in the Bible. 

 

So obedience—what is it? It is a place of pure submission, without reasoning, that 

acknowledges someone else’s superior understanding and power. Is not this what God requires 

of us? Yahweh said to Abraham, “Go sacrifice your son!” What? Why? This is absolutely 

against your character, even against your law! Besides, Lord, you promised that I would have 

whole nations of offspring and now you’re telling me to wipe out the possibility of your fulfilling 

that promise! So did the Lord explain it to Abraham? Did He say, “Oh, Abraham, just stop and 

listen to me; go and do this and it’ll be all right; this is just a test, you’ll see; just trust me.” No, 

He didn’t; He didn’t qualify anything; He just said, “Go sacrifice your son, your only son.” What 

did Abraham do? He obeyed. Did he understand? No. Was he confused? He certainly must have 

been. Did he trust Yahweh? Yes. This is the beginning of humility, trusting your life, your 

circumstances, yourself, to someone else, even without understanding why. The Lord demands 

this of us every day, does He not? and the better and more completely we can trust Him the 

happier we will be, the more peace there will be in our souls. Our God is bigger than we are; He 

knows more than we do; He has purposes we cannot see. Isaiah 55:9: “For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” We often cannot know the why of things God sends to us but what we do know is 

that He is good and that He loves us and wants only good things for us—faith tells us this is true 

in the face of hard things that seem to contradict God’s goodness. The better we keep our minds 

wrapped around these facts the easier it becomes to relax and to be at peace with the 

circumstances He has sent. So with our children—the better and more completely they can trust 

us the happier they will be. As the Lord’s thoughts are higher than yours, so your thoughts are 

higher than your child’s and past his finding out, therefore we need to teach him not to try to 

understand but simply to obey. 

 

So how do we achieve that obedience? You must insist upon it, not wavering in your 

determination to get it from him. The Bible has many words to help us with that one! Proverbs 

13:24: “Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline 

him.” Proverbs 19:18: “Discipline your son, for there is hope; do not set your heart on 

putting him to death.” This discipline teaches him to obey and gives him a teachable heart. 

You’ve heard the old adage, “the way to a man’s heart is through his stomach,” well, the way to 

a child’s heart is through his gluteus maximus!—that well-padded bottom that was made for the 

paddle stick! This place doesn’t harm bones or any vital organs but will deal a wonderful blow to 

his pride. Proverbs 23:13 & 14:  “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him 
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with a rod, he will not die. If you strike him with the rod, you will save his soul from Sheol.” 
Don’t be afraid, as well you might considering the influence of the culture we live in, that you 

will be abusing your child; your love for him will keep you from hitting him too hard or too 

much. This is the way you communicate with a child that cannot reason yet. He doesn’t get to 

ask ‘why’ or even understand what you are doing; he must simply submit to your will for him 

and obey. You are the one who reasons and knows what you are trying to accomplish in his life 

since he can’t yet. Don’t we often feel this way when the Lord disciplines us? I do! We often just 

can’t understand what He is doing in our lives and in the world. Our theme verse for today: 

Isaiah 55:9: “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” However, the fact that we can’t figure it out 

does not negate our obligation to obey Him! 

 

I would add a word here that it is important to do this work in a child’s life when he is 

very young. The older a child becomes the more memory he will have of each incident and the 

harder it will be to let him know that you are doing this because you love him and want him to be 

godly. Some mothers have said that age seven may be the age that one should think of as a time 

to stop spanking—if that is so, there is not a whole lot of time in which to do this work! 

 

Now a few things to strengthen our resolve: 

 

a) This is a role God has given you in your child’s life. As God made husbands 

responsible, as heads of their families, and so answerable to God for their behavior and 

obedience to Him so parents together are responsible and answerable to God for their children’s 

behavior and, of course, it is mothers, who are with the children more constantly, that bear the 

largest burden of teaching them to be godly in their little lives every day of the week. Why is it 

that all through I & II Kings and I & II Chronicles is the mother’s name of each king 

mentioned and then almost immediately tells whether or not the king did good things or evil 

during his reign? The Bible wants us to draw the conclusion that there is a close connection 

between the mother’s raising of the child and the godliness, or lack of it, of the king that child 

became. II Chronicles 22: 2 & 3:  “Ahaziah was 22 years old when he began to reign, and he 

reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Athaliah, the granddaughter of 

Omri. He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother was his counselor in 

doing wickedly.” But then comes the influence of a good mother—auntie actually—when the 

wife of Jehoiadah the priest hid Joash from Athaliah who was killing the royal family. II 

Chronicles 22:11-12:  “But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the king, took Joash the son of 

Ahaziah and stole him away from among the king’s sons who were about to be put to 

death, and she put him and his nurse in a bedroom. Thus Jehoshabeath, the daughter of 

King Jehoram and wife of Jehoiadah the priest, because she was a sister of Ahaziah, hid 

him from Athaliah, so that she did not put him to death. And he remained with them six 

years, hidden in the house of God, while Athaliah reigned over the land.” Joash was just one 

year old when this happened and when he was seven he became king and as long as Jehoiada the 

priest was alive he was a good king. His nurse and his aunt gave him the training they could. I 

have often wondered if Jehoshabeath had children of her own and what they grew up to be. This 

is huge, Girls, and I want you to feel the weight of it: we are responsible for the behavior of our 

children, whether they are obedient or not obedient and if they are not it is our fault! I’m sorry to 
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tell you but there it is. Remember, the Lord did not promise us an easy life…only a saved one, 

which ultimately will be a happy one…forever and ever! 

 

b) You do not have this role because you are perfect and without sin! We know very 

well that the Lord constantly needs to be forgiving us for the same sins every day and all the 

time. But because the disciplining of your children is a God-given role—the book of Proverbs is 

full of just how important this is—you must not wait to demand godly behavior from your 

children until you have conquered your own sins; it will never happen! But obviously you have 

lived longer; you know more; you have struggled with sin longer and know how to do it (and if 

you don’t, you’ll be learning right alongside your child!). It is your job to give your children the 

tools they will need to struggle with their sin and, of course, it is your job to teach them what sin 

is since we remember that they are born foolish, with Adam’s old nature that we all inherited 

from him. Children need teachable hearts so that they can learn, first from you and then from the 

Lord all their life long.  

 

Proverbs 20:11: “Even a child makes himself known by his acts, by whether his 

conduct is pure and upright.” If your toddlers are not already showing a childlike godliness 

and interest in obeying don’t delay your discipline of them—get going right away! It will only 

become harder the older and more powerful they get. You are bigger than they are now but you 

won’t always be!  

 

c) Take a look and a lesson from the life of King David. He was, the Bible says, “a 

man after God’s own heart.” He wrote so many of our beautiful Psalms that express his love and 

devotion to God; his dependence on God and his heart of obedience towards Him. He loved the 

Lord and all his life obeyed Him but he was a bad father! I Kings 1:5 & 6:  “Now Adonijah the 

son of Haggith (this was his mother) exalted himself, saying, ‘I will be king.’ And he 

prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. His father 

(this was David!) had never at any time displeased him by asking, ‘Why do you do thus and 

so?’ He was also a very handsome man, and he was born next after Absalom.” Not only did 

David not spank him but he apparently never even said anything to him of a corrective nature. 

When you read about David’s family life it is a heartbreaking mess: among his children there 

was incest and murder (II Samuel 13 & 14); and two of his sons tried to set themselves up as 

king, rebelling against their own, godly father! David loved his children and admired them (read 

how he mourned the death of Absalom) but he did not take care to teach them and to pass on his 

own love for the Lord to them.  

 

I’ve seen some parents actually afraid of their children, worried that if they place 

demands on their lives or tell them ‘no’ they won’t love them. In fact, the very opposite is true! 

These folk are trying to make friends out of their children when the children aren’t ready to 

manage any kind of friendship, much less with an adult. This places too much pressure on a little 

mind that needs—even craves—boundaries. The result is behavior that is often out of control and 

a will that grows only stronger, wanting its own way in everything, and a little heart that only 

becomes more and more unhappy. Remember how David’s sons would not submit—they had to 

have everything they wanted, even dethroning their own father to get it. This is exactly NOT 

humility. 
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It is easy to think sentimentally about our children because we love them so very much! 

and we are supposed to love them—that is a God-given blessing that we spoke about at some 

length last time and what a blessing it is, that we love them, else we would never be able to bear 

all the demands that our children make on us! But we need to be able to look at them objectively 

too, see their sin, and love them—eternally—enough to correct their sinful behavior and keep 

their souls out of Hell.  In the end we want them to be in Heaven with us! The scary thing to me 

is that the Lord places such significance and responsibility on our work as parents: who ever said 

that we are puppets and have no decision-making power of our own? Whoever it was doesn’t 

know the Bible! Our decisions have eternal consequences! 

 

d) Any discipline needs to be carried on until the behavior is learned, until 

obedience has come and the child is acquiescent. You have got to have courage for this! 

because it is hard to do. When my Bryonie was very little—I think she was not yet two—I had 

already spanked her three times in one morning for doing the same thing. I was frustrated, angry, 

upset and worried! Just then Eunice De Soto happened to call. I remember pouring out my heart 

to her and saying, “Eunice, I don’t think spanking works with this one!” (Classic remark!) I will 

never forget her saying back to me, “Well, what else have you got?! You better keep going; do 

you want to have to start over again tomorrow?” and then, “that little dickens!” It was the best 

advice I could have had at that moment. I did keep going and she finally did learn whatever it 

was which, ultimately, was that she had to obey her Mother! 

 

e) Talking to your children about what sin is, pointing it out in their everyday lives, 

also frees you up to apologize to them if you need to, showing them that you too have sin 

that must be repented of, admitting it when you sin against them, showing them by 

example what humility looks like. This ought not to undercut your parental role in their lives 

but rather lets them know that it is God who is demanding holiness, godliness and obedience 

from all, parents and children alike. Proverbs again:  2:1-8:  “My son, if you receive my 

words and treasure up my commandments with you, making your ear attentive to wisdom 

and inclining your heart to understanding; yes, if you call out for insight and raise your 

voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, 

then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord 

gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; he stores up sound 

wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity, guarding the paths of 

justice and watching over the way of his saints.” This is for you and for your children: your 

adult understanding right alongside their childish one. You seek the Lord together and learn 

obedience side by side. 

 

f) The stakes are high! Not only is the happiness of our children at stake here but their 

eternal destiny! The book of Jeremiah is truly a depressing book—full of judgment—but I know 

that this book is in the Bible to warn those who do not obey the Lord’s commands. God did not 

want to destroy His people; He did not want them to disobey and so He sent Jeremiah and His 

other prophets to warn them. I’ve said this before: God did not have to do this; He could have 

written off every one of them and every one of us and wiped everyone off the face of the earth 

without even telling us that there was another possibility. We need to see His warnings and His 
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judgments as the merciful acts that they are, even as the spankings we give our children are the 

merciful means by which we bring them back, happily, into our family’s—and into The 

Family’s—life. Jeremiah 48:10a: “Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord with 

slackness....” This is our work right now and it is yours in a particular way. I want you to be 

sobered and inspired for this work, strengthened and nerved to face its difficulties with the 

courage and the confidence that the Lord Himself is standing right behind you, prodding, 

helping, blessing, the work that you do in each life because He loves you and He loves the dear 

little ones He gave to you to raise for Him. 

 

HYMN 
 

    Those of us who have had children in Joanne O’Ban’s Kindergarten class know this hymn. It 

is one that her children learn almost right away, along with the verse from Proverbs 20 we 

quoted earlier: “Even a child makes himself known by his acts, by whether his conduct is 

pure and upright.” It is a lovely little hymn that seeks to sweeten the strong demands of a godly 

life by giving the child his own, direct relationship with Christ. This is a prayer that he can pray 

himself. 

 

Savior, Teach Me, Day by Day 

Jane Leeson, tune by Georg Strattner 

#652 in the red Trinity Hymnal 
 

Savior, teach me, day by day, 

Love’s sweet lesson to obey; 

Sweeter lesson cannot be, 

Loving him who first loved me. 

 

With a child’s glad heart of love, 

At thy bidding may I move; 

Prompt to serve and follow thee, 

Loving him who first loved me. 

 

Teach me thus thy steps to trace, 

Strong to follow in thy grace; 

Learning how to love from thee, 

Loving him who first loved me. 

 

Love in loving finds employ, 

In obedience all her joy; 

Ever new that joy will be, 

Loving him who first loved me. 
 


